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By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 
In his discussion Monday 
morning of the study to be 
made of downtown Terre Haute 
for the recently organized 
Downtown Improvement Com- 


See Related Story on Page One 


mittee, Dr. John A. Logan, co- 
ordinator for the project, said 
all previous information from 
various surveys will be used for 
in-put during the next two 
months. 

At the end of that period, by 
July 1, it is anticipated that 
those working with him will 
have for the Committee a pos- 
sible alternative to the current 
beautification plan , and one 
which will specify what can be 
done to make downtown Terre 
Haute ‘‘viable and attractive.” 

During the press conference 
in the Wabash Valley InterState 
Commission office, Dr. Logan, 
its executive director, said the 
effort will be to do something 
beyond the beautification and 
that beautification, however, 
could be a part of the plan. 

In discussing their sugges- 
tions as to what should be done 
to preserve, restore or change 
the downtown business area, 
the women’s advisory commit- 
tee to the Improvement Com- 
mittee listed a wide range of 
ideas. 

These included improvement 
of parking facilities; creating a 
modern, financial district in 
the area; realistically lowering 
assessed values of property to 
encourage investors ; improve- 
ment of transportation to bring 
people from 30 to 40 miles away 
from Terre Haute and from 
communities nearer the town, 
and identification of the unique 
populations that shop down- 
town and tailor the facilities to 
them. 

The suggestions include a 
number of short-term con- 
siderations for improvement, 
one of which was opening the 
downtown banks after 2 p.m. 
Consideration — was suggested 
for better restaurant facilities 


downtown, more specialty 
stores and creation of arcades 
for small businesses. Many sug- 
gestions were made for resto- 
ration and beautification, and 
development of- the riverfront 
with restaurants and cruise 
ships. The construction of a 
formal entrance to the Indiana 
State University campus was 
also suggested. 

Members of the Women’s Ad-. 
visory Committee ars Mrs. 
Geraldine Bradford, Mrs. 
Margaret Campbell, Mrs. 
Margaret Carroll, Dean Har- 
riet Darrow, Martha L. Hen- 
derson, Mrs. Roger Lehr, Mrs. 
Henrietta McKean, Mrs. 
Esther Meeks, Lani Meis, Mrs. 
“Hap” Miller, Janet Nelson, 
Mrs. Zoe Parks, Mrs. Marilyn 
Pendergast, Mrs. Connie 
Ratcliffe, Cecelia Schultz, Mrs. 
Tiel Sullivan, Mrs. June 
Swango and Mrs. Leah 
Wiedemann. 

A team from Indiana State 
University and another from 
Indiana University School of 
Environmental Affairs will be 
involved in working out plans. 

Dean Edward L. Goebel of 
the School of Business is chair- 
man and his team members are 
Dr. B. K. Barton, Thomas 
Craig, Thomas Dawson, Dr. 
Beverly Fowler, Dr. Harry 
Krueckeberg, Mrs. Phyllis 
Landini, Dr. Ben Moulton and 
Duane Sorensen. 

Members of the IU team are 
Dr. Tom DeCoster, Chairman; 
Dr. Richard Metzcus, Dr. Thad 
Smith, a member of the Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology 
faculty; Dr. Robert Shriner, 
Dr. John H. Bowman, Phillip C. 
Emmi, William G. Ludwin, 
Carolyn Johnson, Todd Areson 
and Martha L. Henderson. 

Members of the executive 
committee of the Downtown 
Improvement Committee are 
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Robert Boyer. Lucien Meis, 
Paul J. Pfister, Richard 
Schultz and Don Smith. ` 


Other committee members 
are Dr. William Bannon, Rich- 
ard Beard, Mayor William 
Brighton, Pete Chalos, Marsee 
Cox, Larry Helman, Anton 
Hulman, Jr., Dr. Richard Land- 
ini, Sid Levin, Robert Payne, 
Jack Neaderhiser, John Scott, 
James Sullivan, Richard White 
and Myrl Wilkinson. 
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Dober and Associates, a Cambridge, 
Mass., planning firm, have been hired as 
planning and design consultants to the 
Downtown__Improvement Committee, 
the 20-member group of representative 
Terre Haute citizens organized recently 
to study the problems of downtown 
Terre Haute as these relate to the entire 
community. 

The announcement was made during a\ 
Wednesday morning press conference tn 
the office of the Wabash Valley In- 
terstate Commission, 24 S. 7th St., by 
Dr John A Logan. executive director of 
the Commission and coordinator for the 
crash program of the Improvement 
Committee 

He explained that Dober and As- 
sociates is a ‘‘multi-disciplinary office 
of international rank, providing pro- 
fessional services to affect and improve 
the built environment.” Dr. Logan and 
Harold Baker, city planner with the 
Terre Haute Department of Redevelop- 
raent and one of the key members.of the 
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project team, Earnplietoed that Dober 

“likes participatory planning” and will 
seek as much input as possible from all 
Terre Haute citizens. 

Richard Dober has already had in- 
tensive meetings in Terre Haute with 
the Indiana State University and Indiana 
University teams now engaged in a 
number of different studies for the 
project and will return next week for 
further conferences. 

Hopefully, one of the vacant down- 


town stores will be used to set up. 


displays of the progress of the various 
teams in terms of maps, photographic 
material and studies of data so that the 
citizens of the community can observe 
first-hand all that is involved in the 
intensive studies now in progress and 
offer their suggestions. 

Dr. Logan said he is already receiving 
suggestions through the mail and will 
welcome ideas from the community 
about what might be included in a 
“viable” plan for the downtown area. 

The project team has a July 1 deadline 
for presenting a complete plan to the 
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Improvement Binita for its con- 
sideration and decision. 

Among the many subjects with Dober 
will study will be opportunities for the 
program in attracting ‘‘large public and 
private investment possibilities.” « Dr. 
Logan said. 

The funding for the program is pro- 
vided by a $20,000 grant from the Im- 
provement Committee; a $9,000 grant 
from the National Endowmnent for the 
Arts to Baker’s organization matched by 
$9,000 in city funds; free services from 
the Indiana State University and Indiana 
University teams, and administrative 
services of administration and secretar- 
ial help from the Commission 

Dr Logan noted that Dr Richard 
Landini. president of ISU, has put the 
services of [SU at the disposal of the 
project and added that Dober will be 
working with the University on campus 
planning. Kirby Smith, executive direc- 
tor of the Terre Haute Housing Author- 
ity, is working with the project on plans 
for the former Deming Hotel and the 
Terre Haute House. 


Vigo_ County revi EEUN 


Community Afa 


TN AAA CA | PS ARTES EET OE YEE ER WT LS UE a I ET Se ee 


rs Filo 


City 


Object 


S APR 26 Ig: 
By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 
A group of concerned citizens have set 
the wheels in motion for the draiting of 
what may be a viable plan for the 
downtown Terre Haute area by July 1. 
The mechanics of the idea were outlined 
Monday morning by Dr. John A. Logan, 


coordinator for the project-.and ex-.. 


ecutive director of the Wabash Valley 


Interstate Commission.- sanaaa — 


, See Related Story on Page 18 _. * 
During a lengthy press conference at 


the Commission office, Dr. Logan ex-_.. 


plained that he has been commissioned- 
by the 20member Downtown Impraye- 
ment Committee recently organized to 
get the best people to work and find 
alternatives to downtown beautification, 
although this was called one of the 


positive steps which had been proposed’ 
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among the problems of downtown Terre. 
Haute. 
Dr. Logan will work with a team reat! 


\Indiana_ State University headed by 


Dean Edward L. Goebel of the School of 
business; members of an Indiana Uni- 
versity team headed by Dr. Tom De-. 
Coster from the-School of Environmen- 

Alfairs;. with a women’s advisory 


committee. to the Downtown Improve-_.— 
„ment Committee, and witk- Harold’ 


Baker, ci lanner with thé Terre“ 


Haute Department of Redevelopment. 
~-* “The downtown problem is a problem 


for the whole community, not just the 

, and 
critical not for downtown only but 
critically important to Terre Haute,” 
Dr. Logan emphasized. 

The idea of this “‘crash’’ approach to- ` 
the facts of life in downtown Terre 
Haute, some of which involved the close- 
ing down of businesses and movement of 
business away from the center to the 
shopping malls, was discussed initially. 
by- several citizens who became, the’ 
executive committee of -the present ` 
Downtown Improvement Committee.“ = 

They were Paul J. Pfister, Robert 
Boyer, Lucien Meis, Robert Schultz and 


bee o, 


~Don Smith. With the organization of the 


improvement committese, the women’s 
advisory group was organized and in a 


brain storming session this advisory“ “ 
~ group. considered the total problem :of -v 
, “What should be done to preserve, re- 


Store or change the downtown business? 
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The” women's committee during its 


4 Mar. 9 session developed a consensus of ° 


some 86 general areas which it believed 


“~ constituted the elements of the problem. <À 


These ideas will be part of the in-put 
which will be used during the next two 
months as the teams work on details ay 
their mission, Dr. Logan said. ; 
The Indiana University team will K 
concerned primarily with the economics 


„Of the downtown situation and. what 
- might be economically viable. Dr. Thad 


Smith, a member ot the Hose-Hulman 
Institute of Technologyfaculty and a` 
member of the IU team, will serve as 
liaison with Dr. Logan. Dr. B. K. “Pete” 
Barton will serve in this capacity from 
the ISU team. 

In addition, Dr. Logan said they ex- 
pect to hire one planner who will be “the 
best in the country” to work to see what 
can be done to make downtown: Terre 
Haute viable and attractive. 
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By GLADYS SEI SELTZER ny 
Star Staff Writer 

Dober and Associates, the 
Cambridge, Mass., firm hired 
as planning and design consul- 
tants to the Downtown Im- 
provement Committee of Terre 

aute, are keenly interested in 
the problems and pleasures of 
Terre Haute’s core, according 
to the information released 
Wednesday morning during a 
press conference in the office of- 
Dr. John A Logan, project coor- 
dinator and executive director 
of the Wabash Valley Interstate 
Commission. 

Quoted in the prepared press 
release distributed at the con- 
ference, Richard Dober said 
“how to make these places hu- 
man in scale, truly accessible, 
functional, economic, visually 
delightful, open to change yet 
respectful of continuity, is a 
difficult challenge, but one the 
office enjoys addressing and 
resolving with full commit- 
ment.” 

As a city planner and 
architectural designer, Dober 
reportedly brings with him 
added dimensions to the Terre 
Haute core issues. The firm’s 
clients and commissions in- 
clude over 100 college, univer- 
sities and health and research 
centers. Of particular interst to 
the firm are those projects in- 
volving group clients who wish 
to alter their physical environ- 
ment through participating 
planning processes, and Terre 
Haute ‘‘fits into this category.” 

Studies now in progress in- 
clude, for example, one by the 
Indiana University team on a 
comparison of Terre Haute 
with 48 other cities with similar 
problems, especially taxation, 
in other parts of the country. 

The matter of absentee own- 
ership and taxation is now un- 
der study by Miss Carlyn John- 
son of the IU team and Pro- 
fessor Duane Sorenson of the 
ISU team, for example. 

The entire planning process 
has been directed at answering 
four key questions about the 
Terre Haute core: what should 
be done immediately to prevent 
further erosion of downtown 
Terre Haute; what existing 
strength needs to be reinforced ` 


and extended in the immediate 
future; what opportunities, 
lying on the horizon, can be 
articultated and cultivated, and 
how does it all “hang togeth- 
er.” 


According to the statement, 
there will be ‘‘key working ses- 
sions and public progress re- 
ports during the next two, 
months. The Committee on 
May 20 and June 6 will partici- 
pate in progress reports and 
working sessions with the en- 
tire planning team. The final 
strategy plan will be dis- 
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tributed at the final public 
meeting June 30. 

Dober has written such books 
as ‘Environmental Design,” 
“The New Campus in Britain,” 
and “Campus Planning.” He 
writes a monthly column as an 
American correspondent for 
“Building,” published in Lon- 
don, England, and is the editor 
and author of numeruous peri- 
odical issues and articles dur- 
ing the past 17 years. He also is 
the editor of a series of 33 
technical and reference books 
for the planning and design 
profession. 
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Designer Gives Downto: 
Views on Needed Imp 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

“We hope to develop and build some- 
thing that will make downtown what it 
can be,” said Richard P. Dober of 
Richard P Dober and Associates, one of 
the top planning and design consultants 
in the country, referring to his firm’s 
plans for the downtown improvement 
project. 

Dober talked with the news media 
Friday morning after his firm and the 
other organizations involved in the im- 
provement program for downtown Terre 
Haute met with the Downtown Improve- 
ment Committee. bee 

The morning's program involved an 


updating on studies being conducted by 
groups from both Indiana State Univer- 
sity and Indiana University. 

“In our view, downtown has to be a 
place suitable for more than just surviv- 
ing, ` Dober said. He added that the 
downtown should be a piace that citizens 
could ‘‘look to with pride.” 

Dober. whose firm has worked on 
similar projects in many other cities, 
said the Terre Haute situation is dif- 
ferent because of a “sense of commit- 
ment” from a wide variety of people, 
not just the downtown businessmen. 

In comments before Dober spoke with 
the news representatives, Dr Thad 
Smith, who is working with the Down- 
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town Improvement Committee on the 
project, said the committee is drawing 
on five primary local resources. Those 
were the committee itself, Indiana State 
University, a Women's Advisory Team, 
public services such as those offered 
through Mayor William J. Brighton by 
the city (like the Deprtment of - Re- 
development) and the Housing Author- 
ity, and citizen participation. 

Dr. Smith added outside resources 
would include assistance from the Indi- 
ana University School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs and Dober and 
Associates. 


Dober said a study of 37 downtown 
improvement projects presented by the 
IU staff members showed the “success 
story” for such projects is “much higher 
than many people thought possible.” He 
said those projects ranged from large 
cities to small farming communities. 

He said the study for possibilities for 
improvement in the Terre Haute down- 
town area has to start with the realiza- 
tion that there are a “lot of things we 
don't want to see,” such as “‘decay and 
obsolescence.” 

A plan has to be devised not only for 
long-range efforts, but also to determine 
what “can be done immediately to pre- 
vent further erosion,” Dober said. He 
pointed out the citizens have to live with 
the downtown in the next few years. 

Dober called Terre Haute ‘‘a com- 
munity that has done things,” saying a 
lot of planning had already been done. 

A downtown center is expected to be 
opened within two weeks to show. the 
citizens what possible plans have been 
completed and to get public input on the 
needs in the downtown area, Dober said. 

All the input, from the citizens and all 
the varied studies, is to be gathered in 
early June for the formulation of a final 
plan to be submitted by June 30, Dober 
said. 
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Will Open’ Soon On WABA File 


By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

A design and information 
center showing progress to date 
of the downtown improvement 
project will be opened some- 
time next week at 673 Wabash 
Ave. in the former campaign 
headquarters of U.S. Rep. John 
Myers. 

Harold Baker, planner in the 
Terre Haute Office of Re- 
development and a member of 
the group working on the 
project, said Thursday the dis- 
plays to be set up in the center 
will make the process graphic 
through the use of maps of the 
downtown area, models, slide 
presentations, photo essays and 
a wealth of other materials 
which the working teams for 
the project have compiled thus 
far. 

The 20member Downtown 
Improvement Committee an- 
nounced April 25 its plans to 
work on the problems of down- 
town Terre Haute, with five 
primary local elements on the 
planning team. There are re- 
sources of Indiana State Uni- 
versity, the women's advisory 
committee, the public sector, 
the committee itself and the 
citizens of the community 
whose participation is greatly 
desired. 

In addition, a team from In- 
diana University’s School of 
Public and Environmental Af- 
fairs is working with the 
groups. 

Dr. John A. Logan, executive 
director of the Wabash Valley 
Interstate Commission, was 
named project director, with 
Dr. Thad Smith of the Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology 
acting as liaison between Dr. 
Logan and the working teams. 

Baker said he hoped the de- 
sign and information center 
will “invite creative ideas 
about downtown Terre Haute 
and its potential from all 
citizens in the community” and 
that they will come in to see the 
exhibits and talk with the dif- 
ferent members of the planning 
teams. 


Baker said preparations will 
begin Friday for the opening 
day which will be announced, 
as well as the hours for viewing 
the exhibits. 

He also said “several na- 
tionally known architectural 
firms have evidenced interest 
in tne project” since it was 
announced and would like to 
discuss conversion and poten- 
tial reuse of the older buildings 
which process could also in- 
volve their preservation. 

Dr. Smith in his capacity as 
liaison person said Thursday 
that the Indiana University 
team, from the School of Public 
and Environmental Affairs and 
directed by Dr Thomas De- 
Coster, has come up with posi- 
tion papers on its resesearch on 
tax analysis, changes in popu- 
lation and age structure in the 
future and economic analysis.to 
supplement the market study 
by Prof. Duane Sorensen of the 
ISU team. 

All of these papers will be 
discussed during an intensive 
working session June 2 through 
4 at Nashville. Dr Smith said 
the I.U. team will invite a 
representative from the ISU 
team and from Richard Dober 
and Associates, Cambridge, 


Mass. who were hired as the 
planning and design consultants 
for the project. The group will 
also begin to integrate their 
various efforts. 

A continuation of this process 
will take place June 6 to in 
Terre Haute when all seg- 
ments, including the women’s 
advisory committee and the 
Downtown Improvement Com- 
mittee, will work in the same 


fashion to produce a “‘tentative 
strategy” for downtown im- 
provement. 

Dr. Smith emphasized the 
phrase “tentative strategy” 
and said “we never intended to 
have a complete plan (for pres- , 
entation to the Downtown Im- 
provement Committee) by 
June 30 but rather a strategy 
upon which a more intensive 
effort could be based.” 


Slated for possible release 


next week are some details of 
an ‘‘exciting’’ downtown Terre 
Haute being planned for de- 
velopment in the improvement 
planning project, according to 
the project coordinator. 

Dr. John A. Logan, advising 
of “real progress” in the plan- 
ning which began in April by 
the 20-member Downtown _Im- 
provement Committee, de- 
scribed the status of the evolv- 
ing project as “really an excit- 
ing plan.” 

He said, ‘‘It is one to make 
the downtown area, including 
the ISU campus, a viable, excit- 
ing region which will encourage 
investment, both public and 
private, to make it an attrac- 
tive place where people want to 
come. It will be a region unique 
in its own right and offering 
cultural events, esthetic quali- 
ties and unique shopping ex- 
periences."’ 

Planning has included, in ad- 
dition to many suggestions 
from the Women’s Advisory 
Committee and a number of 
private individuals, an in- 
tensive discussion by members 
of the Improvement Committee 
of these and other criteria with 
the staff of Richard Dober and 
Associates, the Cambridge, 
Mass., company hired as plan- 
ning and design consultants for 
the project. 

Also a part of input is materi- 
al from an Indiana University 
School of Public and Environ- 
mental Affairs team which pre- 
pared position papers on tax 
analysis, future changes in pop- 
ulation and age ‘structure and 
economic analyses to supple- 
ment a market study by Prof. 
Duane Sorensen of the Indiana 
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‘State University team working 
with the committee. 

Dr. Logan said the Dober 
Staff presently is modifying the 
basic plan in keeping with the 
recent meetings here, and that 
results will be reviewed in out- 
line by the committee the end 
of this month. 

“A half-hour audio-visual 
presentation of the strategy 
outline will be developed by 
Prof. Sorenson and presented 
June 30 to the Improvement 
Committee which will be asked 
to approve the strategy thus 
presented. 
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'/ If approved, the suggested 
plan then will be presented for 
public scrutiny. 

That will be accomplished at 
the local “design and informa- 
tion center” being set up at 673 
Wabash Ave. When it opens, 
Dr. Logan said, "Public input, 
suggestions and reactions will 
be invited.” 

Note was taken of remarks 
by City Councilman Pete 
Chalos that the “ ... depth and 
character of the committee's 
study (are) the best” that 
Chalos, a social science 
educator, has ever seen in 
Terre Haute. 
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Star Staff Writer 

Y2 Proposed strategy elements agreed 
upon for the proposed downtown re- 
vitilization were presented Monday 
morning during a press conference con- 
ducted by Dr. John A. Logan, project 
coordinator, in the office of the Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission for which 
he is also executive director. 

Progress since the first announce- 
ment April 26 by the 20-member Down- 
town Improvement Committee con- 
cerned with the revitilization was called 
“quite remarkable” during Dr. Logan’s 
opening remarks. He emphasized that 
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the planning and design consultants. 
Richard Dober and Associates from 
Cambridge, Mass., and the two teams 
from Indiana State University and Indi- 
ana University “have come to agree- 
ment” that the problem of downtown ‘‘is 
a problem for the entire communtity”’ 
which will affect the quality of life in the 
entire community. 

Phase I involves organization of a 
Downtown Development Association. 
Such an Association would be formed at 
ance upon Committee acceptance of the 
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n plan, Dr. Logan indicated. k 

Other elements of Phase I would be 
concern parking lots, for which there is 
plenty of space at present, and street 
landscape for the area, not only Wabash 
Avenue; designation of a location for a 
city-county building; store remodeling 
and the recycling of “important van- 
canies” such as the Farmers’ Market, 
Fairbanks Library, former New York 
Central Railroad station and the old 
opera house at Third and Ohio Streets. 
Listed also for Phase I are north-south 
pedestrian links, or greenways, to allow 
freer movement of pedestrians between 
the Public Library and Indiana State 
University. Also a part of Phase I will be 
development of the ground floors of the 
former Deming Hotel and Terre Haute 
House. 

Phase II also calls for additional 
pedestrian linkages in and around the 
downtown area and expansion of the 
Tribune-Star Publishing Co., possibly 
eastward, with presses visible to the 
public. 

Phase III will concern hotel-motel 
complex, professional office con- 
domimum and still additional pedestrian 
linkages. 
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Improvement 


By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 
“Real progress" can be reported on 
the downtown improvement project, ac- 


cording to. Dr John A Logan, project , 


coordinator who discussed Thursday the 
status of the project initiated in April by 
the 20-member Downtown Improvement 
Committee coricerned With the problems 
of downtown Terre Haute 

Since the first announcement April 26 
by the Committee about its plans, a 
team from the Indiana University 
School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs prepared position papers on tax 
analysis, changes in population and age 
structure in the future and economic 
analysis to supplement the market study 
by Prof Duane Sorensen of the Indiana 
State University team working with the 
Committee. 

All of this material, as well as many 
suggestions from the Women's Advisory 
Committee and private citizens, was 
discussed during several intensive day- 
long sessions with the staff of Richard 
Dober and Associates, the Cambridge, 
Mass firm hired as planning and design 
consultants for the project. 


anning 


Dr Logan explained that the firm 
first suggested a strategy which after 
three days of “intensive discussion” 
Monday. Tuesday and Wednesday with 
the Committee and representatives 
from the academic teams, was mod- 
ified 

Suggestions and ideas from various 
sources, including citizens who volun- 
teered their ideas and the Women's 
Advisory Committee, were taken into 
account. 

“The Dober staff has taken its sug- 
gested plan back to Cambridge and the 
plan will be modified according to the 
suggestions resulting from the meet- 
ings," Dr Logan said. “A half-hour 
audio visual presentation of the strategy 
outline will be developed by Prof. 
Sorenson and presented June 30 to the 
Improvement Committee which will be 
asked to approve the strategy thus pres- 
ented.” 

If the Committee approves the 
strategy and the genera! concepts, then 
the suggested plan will be presented for 
public scrutiny in the design and in- 
formation center now being prepared in 
the former campaign headquarters of 
US. Rep. John Myers at 673 Wabash 
Ave. 

“Public input, suggestions and reac- 
tions will be invited, when the design 
center opens,” Dr. Logan emphasized. 
Originally the center was expected to be 
ready this week. 

Citing remarks made Wednesday 
night by Councilman Pete Chalos that 
the ‘‘depth and character of the 
committee's study” were “the best” 
Chalos had ever, seen in Terre Haute, 
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Dr Logan called the strategy and con- 
cept “really an exciting plan.” 

“It is one to make the downtown area, 
including the ISU campus, a viable, 
exciting region which will encourage 
investment, both public and private, to 
make it an attractive place where peo- 

“ple want-to come,” Dr Logan declared. 
“It will be a region unique in its own 
right and offering cultural events; 
esthetic qualities and unique shopping 
experiences.” 

Dr Logan was hopeful that some 
details of the general strategy plan will 
be available possibly by next week. 
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Downtown linproveime 
Plans Meeting on Thursda 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Plans for the future of down- 
town Terre Haute are to be 
decided in a Thursday meeting 
of the Downtown Improvement 
Committee. Sa 

Ata9a.m. meeting in the old 
Deming Hotel, committee 
members are to be presented 
proposals for solutions to the 
current problems of the down- 
town area of the city, 

Those proposals have been 
drawn up after about two 
months of study of downtown 
problems by teams from Indi- 
ana University and Indiana 
State University; Richard P. 
Dober and Associates, one of 
the top planning and design 


planners. Community 


Dr. John A. Logan, executive 
director of the Wabash Valley 
Interstate Commission who is 
heading the Downtown Im- 
provement Committee, re- 
ported recently the committee 
members have the authority to 
act at the Thursday morning 


consultant firms in the coun ‘Community Affairs File 
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meeting to decide a plan for the 
survival of the downtown. 

A news conference for re- 
lease of the final plan decided 
on by the committee has been 
scheduled for 10:30 a.m. Thurs- 
day. 

The Downtown Improvement 
Committee is a group of about 
20 concerned business people 
who organized last February to 
find alternatives to a downtown 
beautification project ready to 
be started at that time. Several 
critics of that project claimed 
the beautification would not 
solve the problems of down- 
town. 

Since that time, the studies 
have been under way, with 
Dober & Associates beginning 
work in May. 

Dr. Logan last week an- 
nounced a 10-year stategy plan 
agreed upon by those agencies 
working on the project. Details 
of that plan are to be decided by 
the committee Thursday. 


. downtown ‘Terre 
_ accordance 
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Ta Cit 


~ Tribune Staff Writer 

Sidney Levin. president of the; 
Downtown Business 
Association, said Wednesday 
the merchants have faith that | 
downtown will remain a' Vital | 
area of the city. and they. are: 
optimistic about the. future of 
the downtown business section 
of Terre Haute } 

Levin's optimistic outlook for | 
Haute was in 
with opinions 
expressed “on. areas such as 
business and the economy at the 
1976 Busin Outlook Forum at 
Indiana State University l 
Wednesday n- 

Levin, as one” 
speakers atthe conte 
attended by Terre eʻa 
business s, gav 
outtook fot nt 


Haute, and algo <€ lained the 
downto yeautification 
program: “Se zt 


ST Tass R 
‘One problemplwith keeping 


he “negative 


_ according t 
-Levin said® 
out the e 


i> 7S 
siness districts | 


Pihi) | 


downtown "TerberHaute a vital) L 


“it offers other | 
“just etail, 
n claimed. He; 


October he tound the 

people were 4till interested ñn 

- upgrading “thi downtown area 
F so he beg “getting pledges 


cgi piiri i: \ from the individual businesses 
aA | for a smaller beautification 

| program nage originally 

planned. He sala he has over - 

$75.000 in pledges collected now ' 
and more money is promised as 
soon as the city lets the bids on 
the construction. of the projects 

for the beautifi¢ation. 

| The beautification plan 
includes 60:000 square feet of 
new sidewalks. curbs. ramps 


Out of 4.000 peuple in tie | 
downtown area, less than 400 | 
are in¥olved «im retailing 
according to Levin “These | | 
other service Count. he said. 
calling thaigantown area the 


“nerve center 
community 4 ype and shelterspon the street 


of the downtown area has been 
approached mn.three categories: 
(1) a béatification program: 
(21 the parking problem. and 


h Northwest and 
sof each block 
of benches. 


(3) a fair tax bas | trees. ‘shrubbery, grass and 
a tax hase = | “flowers. New @ecorative street 
A downtown beautification | tights are bel © installed now ` 


program ah anes May, 
1973. by Mayor Wiliam J 


Brighton but raninto difficulty | 


shorphys ahereatter ywhen 
ae Richard Nixon froze 
federali funds inte ato ‘pay 


for half of, theproject. 
according to Levin- vd 
Levin said svhémhestogk over | 
the presideney of the wn 
Business Association in 


sand ve by Public 

. Service Indiana. 

* Community Development 
money available through the 
federal government has. been . 
offered for the project also by 
Mayor Brighton. Levin said. 
The money will be available 1" 

i the next fewyears. — ; : 

| On the problem of parking. | 
Levin explained parking ts the | 
“maingtay” of a ‘shopping | 

| center — L l 

He said he has talked with | 
| city officials ‘and he foresees | 
budget parking available in the 

i downtown area inthe future He 
‘said some of the Ywacant 

buildings could be torn down, 
with the lots blacktupped and 
meters installed. He said the- 
merchants then ‘could issue 

‘meter tokens or the: shoppers 
could pay for the parking. 

- Mayor Brightonthas indicated 
he will appoint-a committee by 

| the middle of the year to study 

“the financial feasibility, of 

creating such ¢ _ parking | 

authority inthe city | 


- 


DOWN 


Lévin said the taxing ef the 
| downtown E TA fair 
| compared to the taxing of other | 
similar shopping centers in į 
outlying areas. - Ai) Geel | 
For example. he said the | 
parking lot at-7th Street and | 
Wabash Avenue which consists | 
of two acres ts taxed at §228.900 | 
while the total tax for K-mart, | 
GRants. Topps. Meadows | 
Center, Honey Creek . Squan i 
Zavre. Plaza Narth and 
Southland chopping centers. 
sting of a 5 1S | 

Oy com g a 170 acres is 


-J 


downtown proper 
reassessed..on a comparable. 
basis to the other shopping 
centers, Levin reported He said | 
the caseis stili pending! <. 
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RECOGNIZING AMERICA’S 20th YEAR OF BUSINESS — JohnJ. Carter. vice president. Indiana Nationa! Ban 


Sponsors and guests at the Seventh Annual Terre Haute Area 
Business Outlook Forum. condugted Wednesday at Indiana 
State University by the Bureau of Business Research. gathered 
at the noon luncheon and noted that the 1978 Forum also marked 
the 200th year of American business. The Forum is conducted 
each year to provide a review of the economic and business 
futures for Terre Haute, the state and the nation. Pictured are 


k; Sidney 
Levin: president, Terre Haute Downtown Business Association: 
James Nance. marketing manager. IBM Corp.; Dr. Richard 
Landini “ESU president: Dr. Edward “‘Jack’»Gobel, dean of the 
ISU School of Business: and Gary Baxter, vice president and 
chief economist, Federal Home Loan Bank. 
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Fie Aon Ay U 
By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
A strategy plan for improvement of 
Terre Haute’s downtown area, including 
immediate and long-range implementa- 


tion phases, has been coordinated by the _ 


groups studying the local downtown situ- 
ation. 

Dr. John A. Logan, executive director 
of the Wabash Valley Interstate Com- 
mission and commissioner of the Down- 
town Improvement. _Committee, re- 
ported Mofiday the Downtown Improve- 
ment Committee is to meet Thursday, 
June 30, to decide what proposals to 
follow for the downtown. 

“I think we can have an exciting, 
viable, attractive area — a credit to 
Terre Haute, a credit to Vigo County, a 
credit to this entire marketing area...” 
Dr. Logan said. referring to the current 
plan. 

Dr. Logan said the groups working on 
the downtown plans, including Indiana 
University, Indiana State University and 
Richard P. Dober and Associates, one of 
the top planning and design consultant 
firms in the country, have come to a 
“general agreement.” 

That agreement, according to Dr. 
Logan, is that the problem of downtown 
Terre Maute is “not just the downtown 
businessmen’s problem,” but a problem 
of the entire community which can 


Downtown Project Moving 
mimittee 
4 


A” 


| j 


Community Affairs File 


+ 
affect the “quality 
Haute. 


The priority problems for downtown _ 


Terre Haute were determined to be 
taxation, parking and traffic flow, Dr. 
Logan said. The committee also de- 
termined the strengths of the downtown 
area to be ISU, the banks, the library, 
the governmental and professional. of- 
fices and the shops. 

He said the groups decided the down- 
town should capitalize on its strengths 
and not try to be like the shopping 
centers. 

Monday morning, Dr. Logan reviewed 
with the news media a three-phase plan 
of strategy elements for the downtown 
as determined by the recent study. 

He said he hopes implementation of 
those items in the first phase can begin 
this summer, with the other stages 
following over a 10-year period. 

Listed under phase one are: 

e Creation of a Downtown Develop- 
ment Association; 

° Development of a Stage I Urban 
Design Action manual, including plans 
for parking lots and street landscape; 

e Determination of the city-county 
building location; 

e Planning for the ground floor spaces 
of the Deming Hotel and the Terre 
Haute House, the upper floors of which 
are to be renovated for elderly and 


nnounce 


ofl TA aTh handicapped housing units; 


s Strategy 


e Remodeling of stores; 

e Recycling of important vacancies, 
such as the Fairbanks Library to be 
vacated with the completion of the new 
library, the old railroad station at Sev- 
enth and Tippecanoe streets, the old 
opera house at Third Street and Wabash 
Avenue and another old building into a 
farmers’ market; and 

e Development of north and south 
pedestrian links, particularly between 
ISU and the new library. 

The second phase calls for: 

e Community effort for the ISU per- 
forming arts center; 

e Development of entrance streets 
and plazas for ISU; 

© Closing of streets for ISU; 

e Tribune-Star Publishing Company 
expansion; and 

e Creation of additional pedestrian 
linkages. 

The final phase provides for: 

e Building of a hotel/motel complex 
downtown; : 

e Construction of a professional office 
condominium; and 

e Creation of additional pedestrian 
linkages. 

Dr. Logan said a more detailed plan is 
to be presented to the Downtown Im- 
provement Committee during the June 
30 meeting. 
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Downtown 


Plans Progress 


By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 
Members of the Downtown Improve- 
| ment Committee will meet at 9 a.m. 
Thursday in the Aero Room of Indiana 
f State University’s Conference Center 

when the strategy outline for improve- 
ment of downtown Terre Haute will be 
presented by Richard P Dober of Rich- 
ard Dober and Associates, Cambridge, 
Mass. hired as planning and design 
consultants for the project Meanwhile, 
work was moving along for the possible 
Friday opening of the Design Center at 
673 Wabash Ave The Center will give 
citizens an opportunity to see concepts 
of the strategy plan as proposed and 
offer comments and suggestions about 
improvement for the downtown area. 

The project was initiated in April and 
since the first announcement a team 
from the Indiana University School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs has 
prepared position papers on tax 
analysis, changes in population and age 
structure in the future. Dr. Tom De- 
Coster. team chief, will present a meth- 
od of implementation to the Committee 
after Dober’s report 

A' market study was conducted by the 
Indiana State University team headed 
by Prot Duane Sorensen and he also will 
report to the Committee 

Sorenson has developed a half-hour 
audio visual presentation for the Com- 
mittee Ina news conference earlier this 
month, Logan said after the presenta- 
tions Thursday the Committee will be 


asked to approve the strategy presented. 
If this action is taken, the first phase of 
the strategy elements calls for the or- 
ganization of a Downtown Development 
Association. 

Dober, who arrived in Terre Haute 
Wednesday afternoon, said ‘‘fundamen- 
tal economic factors” are changing the 


Ask Free Parking 


Diligent in its endeavor, the Terre 
Haute Downtown Business. iation 
has presented a petition to the Board of 
Public Works requesting the free Sat- 
urday parking provision be continued. 

According to Steve Owens, president 
of the DBA, the petition presented 
Wednesday morning contained the 
names of 60 downtown merèhants. 
Owens said: - 

“Almost every merchant signed the 
petition requesting free parking be 
continued on Saturdays. With this kind 
of unanimity I certainly hope the Board 
of Public Works will adopt again the 
provision for free Saturday parking.” 

Free Saturday parking was allowed 
during the months of April and May, 
however it was discontinued in June 
when the DBA apparently failed to 
provide facts and figures indicating the 
plan resulted in increased retail sales. 

Although the Board of Public Works 
met Wednesday, it did not take action 


on the matter. 


role of downtown Terre Haute, and in” 


the new development patterns national- 
ly services are playing “a larger and 
larger economic role.” 

“People have become a lot more 
sensitive to the visual world,” he added, 
“and there is less emphasis on exatitude 
and more on the appearance of things.” 

A feature of the Design Center will be 
a canvass sign designed and executed by 
Donna Friendman, Terre Haute artist, 
and Frances Lattanzio, photography in- 
structor at Indiana State University. 
The sign will cover the present sign at 
the Center. Suzanne Long, interior de- 
sign teacher in the ISU home econom- 
ics department, executed the banner in 
the Center window and the logo. Also 
involved in the two projects was Gail 


. Hartwigsen, also of the ISU home eco- 


homics department. 

Also playing a part in the work of ¥ 
Downtown Committee was its Cites 
Advisory Committee which oftered a li 
of suggestions for action. Comments and 
suggestions also have come from 


private citizens and the Committee has. 


emphasized with the opening of the 
Design Center there are hopes of eae 
tinuation of citizen input 

Logan has emphasized the proposed 
strategy plan is one to make the down- 
town area, including the ISU campus, a 
“viable, exciting region which will en- 
courage investment, both public and 
private and make it an peas lace 
where people want to com eM 
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DOWNTOWN DESIGN CENTER READIED FOR OPENING 
— Citizens will soon be able to examine in detail the strategy 
elements for proposed downtown improvement when the 
Downtown Improvement Committee opens its Design Center 
at 673 Wabash Ave. Pictured Wednesday afternoon in front of 
the Center are Miss Suzanne Long of the Indiana State 
University faculty who produced the window sketch. designed 


to suggest a city street which would attract community 
interest, Miss Frances Lattanzio, also an ISU instructor who 
helped design a banner sign, Richard Dober of Dober and 
Associates, planning and design consultants for the commit- 
tee; Harold Baker III, city planner in the Terre Haute office 
of Redevelopment: and Robert LaFountain, interested spec- 
tator. (Star Photo:. Kadel) 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Statf Writer 

A decision is to be made by Friday on 
whether or not a proposed concept for 
improvements in the downtown Terre 
Haute area is to be accepted 

The__Downtown Improvement..Com- 
mittee was presented the long-range 
concept in a Thursday morning meeting. 

The overall concept provides several 
phases for improvements in the down- 
town area. ranging from immediate 
action to action expected within 10 
years. 

Richard P. Dober and Associates. one 
of the top planning and design consultant 
firms in the country, coordinated. in- 
formation received for the plan from its 
own firm and from teams from Indiana 
State University and Indiana University, 
a Women’s Advisory Committee and the 
public sector. 

Changes in the downtown area should 
come about yet this summer if the plan 
is approved, according to Dr. John A. 
Logan, who has headed up the improve- 
ment committee since its formation 
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several months ago. 

Several of the immediate actions pro- 
vided in the concept would provide for 
beautification. 

Dr Logan emphasized the improve- 
ments are part of a concept, with details 
not formulated enough to be able to call 
the concept a plan yet. 

The concept presented Thursday to 
the committee, according to Dr. Logan, 
was an “viable, attractive’ one. He 
added it is not “simply” for Wabash 
Avenue alone, though, but amounts to a 
“civic, community project.” 

The plan ranges from ISU on the 
north, the new Vigo County Library on 
the south, the Wabash River on the west 
and Ninth Street on the east. 

A brochure distributed Thursday 
which accompanied the presentation of 
the strategy to the committee members 
covered the purpose and expectations of 
downtown Terre Haute. It gave the 
history, along with climate and culture, 
and of Terre Haute and also reviewed 
Terre Haute in 1977. 

The strategy for downtown was bro- 


to 
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ken down into several elernents: circula- 
tion, parking, open space, streetscape 
and Wabash Avenue. Those elements 
were included in three phases of the 
overall concept. with the phases to be 
carried out at different times beginning 
now and spanning to 10 years from now. 


A map in the brochure showed specif- 
ic areas in the downtonwn which are 
slated for improvements in the current 
strategy. Included on the map were 
plans for new building sites, recycling of 
present buildings, improvements for 
parking areas, street landscaping and 
greenways and ISU plazas. 
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Downtown Face-Lift | 
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A design center to show the public the 

concept and current strategy is to be 

opened at 673 Wabash Ave. next week, 
according to Richard P Dober. He said 
the center is to be open for two weeks to 
show some of the work completed in the 
determination of the concept. Slides 
showing other cities are to be shown, 
also. 

Duane Sorenson, ISU, who is working 
on the project from ISU, said the sup- 
port of the project for improvements in 
downtown has been strong. He said this 
shows there is a wide “‘recognition of the 
problem,’ “and creates a “high probabil- 
ity of success” for the improvements. 
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By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

Design and Information Center for the 
„proposed downtown area improvement 
project will open Friday at 673 Wabash 
Ave. and the Downtown Improvement 
Committee reportedly was moving 
Thursday into Phase I of the strategy 
plan by organizing the Committee into a 
development association. 

The full Committee met Thursday 
morning with Richard Dober of Richard 
Dober and Associates, Cambridge, 
Mass., planning and design consultants. 
Dober presented the proposed strategy 
elements resulting from work. by his 
firm and intensive studies by teams 
from Indiana State University headed by 
Prof. Duane Sorensen and Indiana Uni- 
versity directed by Dr Tom De Coster, 
as well as the Women’s Advisory Com- 
mittee and Harold Baker III of the Terre 
Haute Department of Redevelopment. 

During a Thursday morning press 
conference following this presentation, 
Dr. John A. Logan as project coordi- 
nator said “we have come up with a 
plan for a civic community project 
going beyond Wabash Avenue to stop 
the process of decay and blight and bring 


own í Center 
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people back i 2A etre Haute.” 

Prof. Sorensen commented that the 
project had ‘‘whole-hearted 
support and this support is indica- 
tive of the high probability of success” 
for the proposed strategy. 

Paul Pfister as spokesman for the 
Committee told The Star after the con- 
ference that the Committee would meet 
“to formally organize an improvement 
association’’ and that after the associa- 
tion is formed, it will “consider the 
Strategies as discussed” during the 
morning session. 

Dr. Logan said during the press con- 
ference that he had “tentatively 
agreed” that if invited he would ‘‘con- 
tinue with the committee.” Pfister in- 
dicated. Dr. Logan would be invited to 
continue as project coordinator. 

Dr. Logan commented on the ‘‘re- 
markable interest and support of the 
plan by business men” and that 10 years 
from now “the area will be ‘most 
attractive and viable with close linkages 
with Indiana State University and very 
viable anchors such as the new library. 
banks and stores.” He pointed out that a 
market survey shows that downtown 
Sales have been increasing. 
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Opens 


The Design Center will be open from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday 
for two weeks except for Monday, July 
4. It will be staffed by Baker, interested 
citizens who will volunteer their ser- 
vices, and Allen Stoner, student intern 
from Rose-Hulman Institute of Technol- 
ogy who is working this Summer with 
the Wabash Valley Interstate Com- 
mission for which Dr. Logan is ex- 
ecutive director. 


Strategy suggested for Wabash Ave- 
nue itself as a “good alternative”to a 
permanent mall is the removal of the 
two parking lanes and replacement of 
cars with trees, with new walkways 
giving a more “comfortable and invit- 
ing” scale to adjacent architecture. The 
proposed action plan envisages a new 
Swope Gallery on Wabash Avenue be- 
tween Eight and Ninth Streets as well as 
an auto museum and meeting place as 
anchors for the east end. A new city- 
county office and possibly a professional 
office and specialty shop building would 
anchor the west end of Wabash Avenue. 


Dober emphasized the importance of 


the “recycling,” or continued use of 
older buildings wherever possible. 
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Topic of Discussion 


By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 


About 20 downtown Terre Haute 
businessmen attended a session Friday 
afternoon designed to answer questions 
about the long-delayed downtown 
beautification project. 

The session, whith lasted jess than one 
hour, was relatively restrained—in con- 
trast to the controversy that has erupted 
over the project during the past week. 

Discussion at the session, conducted at 
the Terre Haute City Hall Courtroom, 
centered on the beautification project’s 
cost and timetable, as well as on parking 
problems and ‘merchant input into 
decision-making on project planning. 

Last Sunday, The TRIBUNE reported 
that some business owners in the down- 
town area Said they had not been kept in- 
formed of the status of the project and 
what effect the construction work in the 


downtown area would have on their- 


businesses. 

Some of those quoted also a A 
whether the beavtification project as 
proposed will help solve the problems of 
the downtown area. 

Others. said; they feel the project 
“needs to be re-evaluated” to determine 
if it is “even worthwhile.” 

Last Wednesday, Sid Levin, leader of 
the project, replied to the criticisms, 
asking -why those people making the 
remarks “waited from 1974 to 1977 to say 
they don’t like -what’s happening—the 
time to speak up was uring the discus- 
sion stages.” 

He» added that fice can’t stop 
progress—we have to go ahead” 

„The first advertisements for bids on 


Ahe actual construction of the project ap- 


peared on Monday, Feb. 7. Bids are to be 
opened March 11 and contracts are ex- 
pected to be awarded shortly thereafter.. 

Terre. Haute Mayor William J. 
Brighton called the Friday afternoon 
meeting for all of the business people 
and planners of the project to answer 
questions about the undertaking. 

As noted, about 20 businessmen at- 
tended the session and heard Brighton 
and Robert Payne, Terre Haute Depart- 
ment of Redevelopment, piain the,pro- 
ject. 


Payne discussed the overall project 


and timetable and noted that the biggest 


question now was how to control traffic 
in the downtown area. 

He noted that at some point in the con- 
struction Wabash Avenue would be 
closed to traffic. Also, he noted that 
some alleys would be permanently ` 
closed. After completion of the project 
Wabash will be a two-lane street. 

Most of'the questions at the meeting 
concerned traffic and parking in the. 
downtown area. - 

Payne said at one point that the 
beautification project was “not the 
whole answer to the problems of 
downtown—this is strictly cosmetic.?”. - 

He noted that about 10 parking meter, 
spots would be lost with the new project 
and<that the parking problem was 
something that would have, to be dealt 
with separately. 

Also discussed was the effect the: 
beautification work would have on daily: 
business operations. 

Payne said the construction Shand not 


* cause the closing of any business’ front = 
‘entrance and that ramps would be used 


when necessary to keep each stores’ 
front-door accessible. y 

Other items discussed by the busines- 
smen included the proposed shelters that 
would be located at each intersection in 
the downtown area, the problems in- 
volved in maintaining deliveries to the 
businesses during construction, the use 
of parking meters in the area after the 
project is completed, the engineering _ 
problems in accommodating openings; ~ 
under the current sidewalks and the up- 
keep of the general downtown area and 
the added greenery the project will. in- 
volve. ' 

The cost of the project was also dis- 
cussed. Levin said the downtown- 
businessmen had raised $100.000 that is 
now in the bank and have a promise of 
another $45,000 pledge and other Eee ba 
corporate gifts. 

Payne said the city was prepared to 
put in ‘'three-to-one’’-on the financial 
portion of the project and ‘maybe even 
four-to-one to get the job done.” 

Finally, the suggestion was made that 
businessmen maintain open communica- 
tion with planners in the project so that 
the input from the downtown merchants 
could be obtained. 


Funding approved, 
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For downtown area 
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Tribune Staff Writer 

Terre Haute Mayor William 
Brighton Monday morning an- 
nounced that $347,000 has been 
approved by the Economic De- 
velopment Administration for 
the renovation of the city’s 
downtown area. 


plete. Brighton said the pro- 
gram is in its first phase. 

“We hope that it will help 
stimulate private money spend- 
ing in the downtown area by 
merchants here and serve as an 
inducement for outside busi- 
nesses to come in.” 


Brighton said he received f 


verbal notification on the mon- 
ey and the city will now await 
Official notification by letter. 
The mayor said once the of- 
ficial notification comes, the 
city has 90 days to start con- 
struction. 

Architects for the proposed 
renovation have reported they 
should have their plans ready 
for approval by the second 
week of November. Brighton 
said. 

Brighton.said the downtown 
improvement project repre- 
sents “ a total cooperative ef- 
fort among city government, 
Indiana State University and 
downtown businesses.” 

He said the “ultimate bene- 
factor will be the citizens of 
Terre Haute.” Brighton said he 
is interested in the issue to help 
“do something to help maintain 
that tax area.” The mayor 
noted the downtown area is the 
heaviest taxed area in the city. 

Brighton noted that the 
$347,000 is federal money ‘‘pls 
that contributed by downtown 
businesses.” No property tax 
dollars from Terre Haute 
citizens are being used, he said. 

The project is expected to 
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leader Sid Levin and Robert Payne of the Terre Haute Department of Redevelopment. 
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„By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


“We can't stop progress — we have to 
go ahead,” said Sid Levin, leader for the 
downtown beautification project this 
week in response to criticism recently 
raised of the proposed project. 

The first advertisements for bids on 
the actual construction of the long- 
delayed project appeared inthe two 
local newspapers Monday. Bids-are to be 
opened March 11. 

Levin this week replied to comments 
an criticisms about the downtown 
beautification project as now planned 
which were made by several unnamed 
downtown business persons in a Sunday 
TRIBUNE-STAR article. 

Mayor William J. Brighton has 
scheduled a meeting for 2 p.m. Friday in 
the City Hall courtroom for all of the 
business people and planners of the pro- 
ject to answer questions about the pro- 
ject. 

The criticisms in the Sunday paper 
were mostly that the business owners 
downtown had not been kept informed of 
the status of the project and what affect 
the construction work in the downtown 


ed would have on the businesses. Some 
of those quoted also questioned whether 
the beautification projeet as proposed 
will help solve the problems of the down- 
town area. 

Levin. in his reply to the criticisms, 
asked why those people making the 
remarks ‘‘waited from 1974 to1977 to say 
they don't like what's happening — the 
time to speak up was during the discus- 
sion stages.” 

Levin was very critical of the persons 
quoted in the Sunday article because 
they did not want their names released. 

“You can quote Sid Levin that he is not 
afraid to let his name be known for what 
he stands.” Levin said. 

He commented that most of the 
property owners downtown have con- 
tributed to the project, but quite a few 
have not. He continued that he ‘would 
like to know if the one making the com- 
ments against the project has con- 
tributed or if he is one of the parasitic 
types that takes advantage of what is be- 
ing done and sits back and criticizes.” 

‘These are the people that don't go to 
the public meetings and then start rais- 
ing hell when the project comes to 
fruition,” Levin stated. 

“I'm sorry if those people are dis- 
satisfied with the leadership, if I knew 
who the people were I might to go to 
them and solicit them to take over the 
leadership.” Levin continued. 

Levin said he doesn’t feel the 
beautification project will be “‘any great 
improvement as far as business in the 
downtown is concerned,” but said other 
factors such as pride in ownership and 
pride of the citizens in their downtown 
should be improved. 

Listing factors he does feel would | im- 
prove the downtown business, Levin said 
an equitable tax base and the establish- 
ment of a parking authority that could 
offer budget parking would stimulate 
downtown business. 

“In the meantime, we can’t stop 
progress — we have to go ahead,” Levin 
said 

He urged all business people with 
questions on the project to attend 
Friday's meeting. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


The long-delayed downtown Terre 
Haute beautification project has finally 
gotten to a stage which may directly 
lead to construction 

Legal advertisements for bids on the 
project will appear in both local new- 
spapers Monday The bids are to be 
opened March il at 2p m. at the Depart- 
ment of Redevelopment. 

Several of the downtown businessmen 
affected by the project have indicated to 
The TRIBUNE, though, that they now 
have specific questions about the project 
and even wonder about the advisability 
of the whole endeavor 

Mayor William J Brighton said last 
Friday that he will have a meeting with 
the downtown businessmen this week to 
answer their questions. That meeting 
has tentatively been scheduled for Fri- 
day afternoon 

The project has been in the planning 
Stages for several years, but Mayor 
Bgighton stated iast fall that the project 
shouid be under construction by spring. 

The total downtown project calls for a 
meandering Wabash Avenue from Third 
to Ninth streets and for new sidewalks 
with greenery areas and shelters along 
the route New traffic signals are to be 
installed along Wabash Avenue also. 

New decorative street lights have 
already been installed in the downtown 
area as part of the project. 

The project ts estimated to have a cost 
of about $450.000. which ts to include 
$200 000 pledged by the downtown 
merchants themselves The remaining 
funds will be provided through a block 
grant program under the authority of the 
US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development ‘HUD: 

Several of the downtown businessmen 
who have pledged some of the-funds have 
reported to the The TRIBUNE recently 
that thev now have many questions on 
the prajyect 
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Some have said they feet the project 
“needs to be re-evaluated” to determine 
if it is “even worthwhile ` 

Most of the affected merchants who 
have voiced the complaints said they do 
not want to completely stop the project, 
but say they feel there are a “lot of un- 
answered questions. The businessmen 
asked not to be identified. 


One of the points the businessmen 
emphasized was that they have not been 
informed of what actually will occur 
during construction and how their 
businesses will be affected 


They pointed out if Wabash Avenue is 
going to be closed temporarily during 
the construction work. the deliveries to 
their businesses will have to be altered. 
Deliveries to the rear ot some of the 
businesses will cause security problems, 
they reported. Also. they added the 
alleys allow for only one lane of traffic, 
So deliveries in the alleys would result in 
one delivery truck blocking all the traf- 
fic in the alley. 

After the work is done. Wabash 
Avenue will have only one lane of traffic 
for each direction of traffic. which will 
permanently affect deliveries to the 
businesses. according to the busines- 
smen They explained the trucks now 
have to stop in the nearest traffic lane in 
front of the business when no parking 
Spaces are available when making 
deliveries. With only one lane of traffic 
in each direction and no second lane 
available for the other traffic to pass, 
the delivery trucks could cause long traf- 
fic back-ups 

Also pointed out was that a regular 
motorist trying to parallel park could 
back traffic up since no lane will be 
available in which to pass the auto. 

Parking and traffic flow were two ma- 
jor problems the businessmen listed 
with the downtown area. and they said 
they felt the proposed beautification pro- 
ject will not heip resolve these 
problems 
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Another thing pointed out by the 
merchants was that they have not been 
informed definitely if they will have to 
be closed any time during the construc- 
tion work on the sidewalks. Some 
sources have toid them they will not and 
others have said they will have to be 
closed for short times if they have only 
one entrance. 

One of the businessmen said he knows 
the dying out of downtown business 
areas is a national problem. but added 
he has heard that beautification projects 
as proposed for Terre Haute have not 
helped other cities at all. 


He said the people who have control of 
the real estate in downtown Terre Haute 
have to be contacted and kept informed 
of the progress He said they should be 
allowed to express the) opinions on 
what is needed to improve downtown. 

He concluded that the project needs 
“leadership — whether from the private 
sector or the government.” 
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On Block Grant 


The first of two hearings on a 
$300,000 Communit 
was 
ducted by the Vigo County 
Commissioners Wednesday 
afternoon, with only a few 
persons turning out to make 
suggestions to the commis- 
sioners and a representative of 
the West Central Indiana 
Economic Development 
District about using the funds. 

Another hearing is scheduled 
for next Wednesday, Feb. 2, at 
7:30 p.m. at the commis- 
Sioners’ office, Room 25, in the 
Vigo County courthouse. 

Vigo, Clay, Sullivan and Ver- 
million Counties are 
“competing? for the funds 
whichare available through the 
U.S” Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

Bill Thompson of the 
WCIEDD staff noted that 
awarding of the grants would 

' be partly determined by past 
performance on prior grants in 
the case of a reapplication. 

John A. Kesler president of 
the United War Veterans Coun- 
cil of Vigo County, suggested 
that Memorial Hall might be 
used for a senior citizens nutri- 
tion center and meeting place. 
He suggested asking for $50,000 
for this purpose. 

The Vigo County Health 
Department wants to continue 
the demolition project 
(condemned houses and 
buildings) begun two years'ago 
through the block grants. The 
cost averages about $350 to tear 
down a residence. With the land 
Cleared, it is easier to sell, 


Develop- 


County Commissioner John A. 
Scott said. 

The Vigo County Park and 
Recreation Department. would 
use block grant funds for the 
proposed recreational facility 
at Fontanet (Holloway’s 
Grove, site of the annual bean 
dinner) and/or for renovation 
of the heating system at Glenn 
Recreation Center. 


County Commissioner Terry 
Brentlinger suggested funds 
could go toward the 
Youngstown sewer connection. 

The Town of West Terre 
Haute is expected to seek block 
grant funding to continue its 
curb and sidewalk program 
begun in 1976 through an 
Economic Development Ad- 
ministration (EDA) grant. 


The Town of Riley also plans 
to conduct a hearing on possible 
projects. 


Pre-applications are to be 
submitted by Feb. 18, 
Thompson said. The first 
screening, 60 days after that. 
will determine what 
governmental units will be 
asked to submit full applica- 
tions. 


Also attending the session 
Wednesday were Ron 
Stephenson, executive director 
of the United Way of the 
Wabash Valley, and Margaret 
Banker, labor staff represen- 
tative. They had no specific 
proposals but indicated they 
were interested in community 
centers in Vigo County. =° 
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Shoppers to Free Meters 
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The Do As- 
sociation and the City of Terre 
Hallte will treat shoppers to 
free parking meters each Sat- 
urday in April, according to 
DBA President, Sid Levin. The 
meter plan, to be offered on a 
trial basis only, will begin April 
2. 


DBA members Jack Pierce 
and Steve Owen spearheaded 
the project in cooperation with 
Mayor Brighton, who agreed to 
forego the meter charges for 
one month. 


The Saturday access to free 
parking will hopefully provide 
the needed stimulus to attract 
downtown shoppers, who have 


long expressed concern over 
inadequate or expensive park- 
ing facilities. In addition to the 
meters,.downtown banks and 
some businesses will open up 
their parking lots to Saturday 
shoppers at no cost. 

Mayor Brighton has prom- 
ised to review the free Saturday 
meter plan at the end of April 
to determine its feasability as a 
long-range program. 

The DBA involves the efforts 
of some 50 downtown 
merchants, who have been 
working on beautification and 
clean-up operations for the last 
several months in hopes of re- 
viving customer interest in the 
downtown shopping district. 
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DOWNTOWN BEAUTIFICATION efforts by the Downtown Business Association (DBA) and 
the assistance of the Terre Hante Boys’ Club were recognized in a brief observance Satur- 
day as (from left) Jon Maston of Montgomery Ward and Garland Cooper of Smith's Hard- 
ware Co. displayed one of the many colorful flower pots along Wabash Avenue, obtained hy 
the DBA. while association president Sid Levia presented a check to Max Jones, Boys’ Chuh © 


director, for that organization's assistance in the project. 
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DBA PRESIDENTS — On the avenue, Wabash Avenue that is, a couple of downtown Terre 
Haute businessmen shook hands to signal the happy completion of a transaction. Steve Owen 


is the new president of the Downtown Business Association, accepting the reigns, and 
congratulations, from Sid Levin, the immediate past president of the organization. Owen is 


manager of the Barker Shoe Store and-Levin is president fle e Corner Furniture Store. 
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By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 


Free parking in the downtown busi- 
ness district during the weekends of 
April has apparently spurred retail 
sales, according to a survey conducted 
by the Downtown Business Association. 

Results of the survey 
downtown businesses had increased 
sales during the last four weekends and 
10 businesses reported normal to below 
normal sales. 

Steve Owens, president of the DBA, 
said free parking on Saturdays probably 
influenced retail sales, however he 
would like to see the free parking con- 
cept extended through the month of May 
before drawing a conclusion. 

“We must realize Easter was in April 
and many customers were buying new 
clothes, shoes, gift cards and small 
gifts, Even the merchants who did not 
report increases still want the free 
parking to continue. The trial period 
wasn’t long enough to come to a con- 
clusion, although I personally believe 
free parking is a solution to part of our 
problem,” said Owens, 

The Terre Haute Board of Public 
_Works and Safety is to meet Wednesday 
to decide on whether or not the Saturday 
free parking should continue. 


Jack Pierce, Osco Drug merchant. 
said free parking on Saturdays is a 
“small step in the right direction.” He 
said, “Downtown beautification alone 
won't solve our problems. We must also 
have parking availability and promo- 
tional activities. We are begi to get 
the cooperation of all downtown 
merchants and when Dr. Logai tJohn) 
and his committee complete their study 
I feel we will come up with feasible 
plans to inspire downtown business 
trade.” í 

Dr. Logan’s large research commit- 
tee is studying the downtown problems 
with a goal of determining various short 
and long-range programs and projects to 
improve the area. 

Pierce said businesses must offer 
price, product availability and conve- 
nience. 

“Like the shopping malls, we (down-_ 
town businesses) can offer reasonable 
prices and good selection. Our problem 
is convenience and parking is a part of 
it” Pierce remarked. 

Downtown merchants have instructed 
employes not to park their vehicles at 
downtown meters between U.S. 41 and 
9% Street. Owens and Pierce said em- 
ployes, for the most part, have complied 


with the order. 
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The free downtown parking 
permitted during the weekends 
of April and May has ended, 
according to the Terre Haute 
Board of Public Works. 

Shoppers had been permitted 
to park downtown without hav- 
ing to feed the parking meters. 
The parking experiment was 
conducted during the two 
months, however it was de- 
cided Wednesday the plan 
would be terminated. 

Endorsed by the Downtown 
Business Association, the free 
parking concept was an at- 
tempt to lure shoppers down- 
town in hopes of increasing 
sales. 

A spokesman for the Board of 
Public Works said there had 
been no evidence to indicate the 
free parking plan had a direct 
influence on increased sales. 
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Contracts on Cie Pie” 6S 
downtown Terre Haute improvement — the Sixth Street 
improvement Project — are expected to be awarded next 
Wednesday with construction beginning April 1. 

Bids ranging from less than $300,000 for construction without 
landscaping to well over $700,000 with landscaping and extended 
options were opened Friday. Funds reported available total 
about $450.000 with a federal grant of $347,000 and $110,000 from 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc., sponsoring the project. 

Prof. Duane Sorensen of Indiana State University, executive 
director of the not-for-profit Improvement organization, ex- 
pressed pleasure following the bid opening by the Terre Haute 
Board of Public Works and Safety and said awards would 
probably be conducted 2 p.m. next Wednesday. 

The contracts bids involve basic construction, landscaping 
and three alternates to the construction plans developed by 
Landplus West of Muncie for the project on Sixth Street 
between Ohio and Cherry streets. Alternate 1 extends the 
development around the corners at the Wabash Aveneue for a 
distance of about 120 feet east and west of Sixth. Alternate 2 
deletes traffic islands on Sixth Street, included in the basic 
construction plan. And, Alternate 3 calls for additional work at 
the Cherry Street intersection. 
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from Mote Construction, Union City, in the amount of 
$445,546.23; adding $213,910.77 for Alternate 1, $2,148.94 for 
Alternate 2 and $57,569.08 for Alternate 3, Mote’s bids for 
construction without jiandscaping were $396,248.02, adding 
$208,983.57 for Alternate 1. substracting $2,897.52 for Alternate 
2 and adding $52,834.98 for Alternate 3. 

Progressive Construction and Engineering Co., Terre Haute, 
bid on the work without landscaping at $284,212 with an addition 
of $28,188 for Alternate 1, subtraction of $1:727 for Alternate 2 
and addition of’ $39,659 for Alternate 3. 

Also bidding on construction without landscaping was Ralph 
Rogers Construction, Bloomington, at $405,226.54 plus $35,298.12 
for Alternate 1, less $430.96 for Alternate 2 and plus $44,203.63 
for Alternate 3, 

Bids on landscaping only came from Bunch Nurseries, Inc., 


‘Terre Haute, in the base amount of $53,819.99, adding $4,242.90 


for Alternate 1, $4,251.50 for Alternate 2 and $4,488.60 for 
Alternate 3. 

Also bidding on landscaping only was Doug Wearren, 
Jeffersontown, Ky., with a base bid of $36,445.45 and additions 
of $3,577.40 for Alternate 1, $3,472 for Alternate 2 and $3,702 for 
Alternate 3. 
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AWAITING CHANGES — town intersection‘at-Sixth--~ ‘which will include new sidewalks, ping and several 
Street and Wabash Avenue is to be the focal point of major hod changes east and west on W Avenue at the 
changes in the next few weeks. Groundbreaking ceremonies intersection and north on Sixth Street.to the Cherry Street 
were to be conducted Monday afternoon to mark the beginning — intersection.The construction is viewed as a pilot project for 
of construction on the Sixth Street Demonstration Project, . improvements in the entire downtown area. 
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PROJECT CONTINUES — Part of the downtown beautification project of renovating Sixth 
Street between Wabash Avenue and Cherry Streets is compteted. This view shows some of 
the construction which has taken place in the past two months. Plans for renovating the 


'_ tormer Deming Hotel, top left corner, were announced Wednesday. See stories on pages one 


go County P: 


„and three for further details. (Star Photo: Kadel) 
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Terre Haute’s downtown area looks like a war zone, but it’s @Sign of 
progress, downtowners keep repeating to themselves. At left is a view 
from the top of The Spectator building looking east. The Terre Haute 
Gas Corporation is relocating gas mains off of main streets and into the 
alleys in anticipation of future improvements in the downtown area. At 
right, the future is now as crews remove the old Sixth Street paving bet- 
3 ween Cherry and Wabash Avenues as part of the Sixth Street Demon- 
- stration Project. New streets, sidewalks and curbs will hopefully set the 
pace for future downtown; renewal. 
Photos by Orth 
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The “circle” at Sixth and Wabash will be 
repaved at no additional cost to taxpayers, 
City Engineer Jim Burdick said last week. 
The area, part of the Sixth Street Demon- 
stration Project, sank during winter 
weather. 

“We have retained $30,000 of our pay- 
ment to Progressive Construction to cover 
such matters," Burdick explained. ‘While 
the firm is no longer handling general con- 
struction, we have more than enough 
money to take care of the repaving,”’ he 
said. 

Burdick also noted that the city knows 
who knocked down trees in the project 
area, and will see that their replacement is 
paid for by the responsible parties. 
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- Downtown traffic on Wabash Ave- 
nue may return to normal by the end 
of the week, Terre Haute City Engi- 
neer Jim Burdick announced in an 
interview Wednesday morning. 

Burdick, whose office is overseeing 
the project, said work at the Wabash 
Avenue and Sixth Street intersection 
should be completed by Friday and 
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regular four lane traffic will be al- 
lowed through the central downtown 
area. 

Wabash Avenue has been closed for 
several days as workmen tear up old 
pavement in the intersection and in- 
stall an intricate brick layer in a 
circular pattern. 


Burdick said the center of the brick 
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circle will be blacktopped to allow 
through traffic. A slight rise will be 
noticed by motorists, he commented, 
but it should not cause a problem. 

, Eventually, when the project is 
completed, two-lane traffic with a 
left-turn lane is expected for the 
intersection, Burdick said. 

Work is to continue on the Sixth 
Street Demonstration Project from 
Wabash to Cherry, Burdick said. Tree 
and shrub planting is expected next 
week, 

Groundbreaking ceremonies for 
the project were conducted on April 
3. It is said to be the first phase of a. 
10-year downtown revitalization 
project. 

The TRIBUNE has received calls 
from merchants and residents ques- 
tioning the length of time construc- 
tion has taken on the project. 

However, project officials say con- 


struction has gone “‘right on sched- 
ule.” 


ioe ay Haute Improvement Inc, 
which is heading the downtown re- 
vitalization effort, has applied for an 
Urban Development Action grant to 
pump federal and private dollars into 
downtown improvement. 

According to the application, $4.3 
million UDAG money would go with 
$46 million private investment capital 
and $800,000 in State Highway Com- 
mission funds. 
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By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Work on correcting a drainage 
problem -on Wabash Avenue was 
scheduled to begin Wednesday morn- 
ing, according to Jim Burdick, city 
engineer. 

Water has been trapped in front of 
Hillman’s Jewelers, 612 Wabash 
Ave., because of an improvement 
project at Sixth Street and Wabash 
Avenue, according to Burdick. 

Curbs were extended into Wabash 
Avenue as part of the project and the 
runoff water does not pass properly, 
Burdick explained. 

To alleviate the problem, an inlet is 
to be placed where the water current- 
_ly is being trapped so it can flow 
“freely, the engineer said. 

Bedino Construction is to do the 

‘rection work, Burdick said. Actual 
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construction work may take about 
two days and some extra time may be 
needed for the street to settle after 
the work, he explained. ` 


Traffic will not be blocked during 
the work, but motorists may have to 
use one lane for a period of time, the 
engineer said. 


The trapped water and cold tem- 
peratures have resulted in an icy 
situation. The water has backed up 
approximately 40 feet, according co 
Burdick. 


The Sixth Street Demonstration 
Project was completed earlier this 
fall. It includes trees, shrubs, 
benches and brick surfaces on streets 


and sidewalks. 
The project is part of a major 


downtown improvement program in 
Terre Haute. 


Begih 


Demolition work S Wey 1 2 1078 and 
curbing is expected to begin the early 
part of next week for the Sixth Street 
Improvement Project, according to a 
spokesman for the general contractors 
for the work. 

Joseph Yuza of Progressive Construc- 
tion Co. said Thursday that the company 
will set up Monday two trailers as field 
headquarters in the alley between 
Wabash Avenue and Cherry Street. One 
trailer will be placed east of Sixth Street 
and the other west of the street. 


The Sixth Street Improvement project 
is the initial step in Phase J of the three- 
phase, long-range plan for rehabilitation 
and revitalization of downtown Terre 
Haute. The pian was initiated with the 
organization of Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement Inc., a non-profit group of 
business and civic leaders who a year 
ago met to discuss what could be done 
for the revitalization of the downtown 
area. The group was incorporated and 
Dr. John A. Logan serves as chairman of 
the board. 


Yuza said the work will be done for 
the present project principally on Sixth 
Strest. A curved island, with grassed in 
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area, will be placed approximately mid- 
way between Cherry Street and Wabash 
Avenue. 


The asphalt paving of the street will 
be. interspersed with decorative con- 
crete bands and fancy curbings, with 
trees and planters on either side of Sixth 
Street. There will be a bus drop-off, or 
an indentation of the curbing in front of 
the Deming Hotel so that vehicles can 
pull out of the traffic on the street. 

There will be planters and trees to the 
north and south of the indentation. 

Yuza also said that there will be 
planters and flowers near the Sixth and 
Wabash intersection and wider walks on 
the west side of Sixth Street. There wiil 
be planters and decorative paving on 
each corner of Sixth and Wabash, and 
bollards, similar to old-fashioned 
hitching posts, placed on Sixth Street 
and at the corners of the Sixth and 
Wabash intersection. 

Yuza emphasized that ‘‘we plan on 
minimizing the disruption”’ to local busi- 
nesses in the area during the construc- 
tion and “want the project to proceed 
with minimal discomfort for the 
merchants.” 
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Slight Drop In Business Noticed 
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A survey conducted with downtown 
merchants in connection with the Sixth 
Street Project showed trends in geclin- 
ing retail sales, but all believe, the 
project will be beneficial once com- 
pleted. \ 

Steve Owens, president of the Down- 
town Business Association, and manager 
of Barker Shoe Store. 627 Wabash Ave., 
thought the project hadn't affected busi- 
ness very much. 

“It has suffered some and it hindered 
sales that day Wabash Avenue was 
blocked off completely, but now, with 
the turn around in use, the problem has 
been helped considerably," he said. 

Owens added he thought customers 
were reluctant to venture downtown due 
to the traffic problems caused by the 
sixth street project, “but now. there is 
available parking spots and people have 
already begun returning.“ 

Mary West, store manager for Haag 
Drugs. located at the corner of Sixth 
Street and Wabash Avenue, said, “It’s 
been hard for business for the past week 
or two. During a period of four days last 
week, our front doors had been wired 
shut because customers couldn't get to 
them when the sidewalks were tore up.” 

West mentioned had it not been for the 
double doors on the side entrance, people 
may not have gotten in. “With the 
sidewalks completely out in front of the 
store, the only entrance was from fne 
side. I'm sure we lost several customers 
as a result, but it's getting better now,” 
she said. 


A public hearing for citizen com- 
ment on the federal funding ap- 
plication for downtown improve- 
ment has been set for 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in the Butterfly Room of 
the Terre Haute House, according 
to an announcement Friday by 
Kirby D. Smith, executive director 
of the Terre Haute Housing Author- 
ity and the Urban ‘Development 
Action Grant program. 


West offered no harsh words for the 
project either. “I realize they've got 
problems, too. They've had a lot of 
pressure from citizens about inconve- 
nience and limited parking, but once the 
everything gets back to normal the 
improvements will be good.” 

Osco Drugs’ manager Ron Heath, 667 
Wabash Ave., said customer traffic was 
very slow after Wabash Avenue had been 
blocked . ‘We've been dropping off since 
Wabash was torn up,” he said. “And 
there's nothing we can do until the 
project is finished.” 

Ben Stein, manager of Rogers’ Jew- 
elers, 530 Wabash Ave., said business 
couldn't be better. 

“Before this past week business had 
picked up, believe it or not,” Stein said. 
“When Wabash and Sixth Street were 
torn up business didn’t seem to slack off 
at all.” 

Chuck Galloway of Galloway’s Photo 
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Shop Stated a 2 tle view towards 
the, project. 

“I would say the project is affecting 
sales by almost 25 percent,” he said. 
“I'm sure it will be better in the long 
run, but right now business is hurting 
badly“ Galloway added people don't 
want to fight the traffic to get to the 
store. ‘‘Most downtown merchants don’t 
have anything extra to sell that a cus- 
tomer can't obtain at another outlet 
store. So when it becomes difficult to 
reach our stores, people go elsewhere 
for the product and that leaves us with 
no business." 

Both Esquire’s Barber Shop manager 
Ken Thomas and Stiegers Fur manager 
Irving Biegel feel business has dropped 
somewhat. 

Thomas said, ‘Several of our regular 
customers haven't been showing up due 
to the shop's inaccessibility to the cus- 
tomers.” 

Esquire is located at 30 N. Sixth St., 
which is in the middle of the improve- 
ment project. 

Biegel contends, ‘‘We’ve lost business 
because people couldn't get to the street 
and or due to the small width of the new 
sidewalks that have been constructed.” 


He added, however, Stiegers Fur has 
been in Terre Haute for 66 years and it 
has what he termed “regular cus- 
tomers”. 

“People know who we are, those who 
are regular customers, so they'll come 
in regardless of the circumstances. Also, 
once the project is completed J believe it 
might draw more people downtown.” 


Downtown Hotel-Motel Center 


Feasibility Study f 


A feasibility study is expectali to be Lie in 
about two months on location of a downtown hotel- 
motel center, Kirby Smith, executive director of 
the Terre Haute Housing Authority, said Monday. 

He made the comment to The Star in connection 
with the suggestion in the Jim Burns. study of 
downtown improvement that possibly use of the 
Terre Haute House as housing for the elderly 
should be re-thought and its use as a hotel-motel 
convention center be considered. 

Burns, San Francisco planning consultant who 
conducted a series of workshops on downtown 
improvement, prepared a 29-page report dis- 
tributed to Terre Haute Civic_ Improvement Inc. 
board members and the Housing Authority. Other 
facets of the report were discussed in The Star last 
week. 

“Without a feasibility study, ordered by the 
Bethesda Corp., it would be inappropriate to make 
any recommendation for the Terre Haute House as 
a hotel-motel,” Smith said. “If this study shows a 
convention center motel-hotel is feasible for the 
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Terre Haute House, that would be a possibility. 
HUD (the U.S. Department of Housing and/Urban 
Development) has reserved funds for elderly hous- 
ing at the Terre Haute House and Bethesda still has 
that reservation.” 

The study is being made by Laventhal and 
Horwath, a national accounting firm, from its 
Chicago office, Smith, said. 

The Burns report also projected the author’s 
suggestion for ‘‘mixed tenancy housing’’ toward 
the east on Wabash Avenue to serve not only the 
elderly, but also others who would like to live in an 
urban setting and use facilities envisioned in a 
downtown improvement plan. 

Such housing, Smith commented, would increase 
viability in downtown if the area were to become 
a “24-hour a day neighborhood.” 

“The idea of mixed use is good,” he added, “but 
how could this kind of housing be built at a price the 
market could bear? What the city needs is some 
new unsubsidized housing and unsubsidized re- 
habilitated housing.” 


Design Expert Hired to Assist 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 

Tribune Staff Writer 
One of the top planning and design 
consultants in the country has been been 
hired to work on the downtown improve- 
ment project, according to Dr. John A. 
Logan, executive director of the Wabash 
Valley Interstate Commission who is 
. commissioner of the Downtown Im- 

provement Committee. ~~ 


Richard P. Dober and Associates, 
located in Cambridge, Mass., is one of 
two or three outstanding agencies in 
planning and design consulting in the 
U.S. and also has international ex- 
perience, Dr. Logan reported. 


Dober and Associates is a multi- 
disciplinary office providing pro- 
fessional services to affect and improve 
the already built environment. The firm 
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works particularly with clients wishing 
to alter the physical environment 
through planning processes, such as the 
goal for downtown improvement in 
Terre Haute. 


“How to make these places human in 
seale, truly accessible, functional, eco- 
nomic, visually delightful, open to 
change yet respectful of continuity, is a 
difficult challenge — but one the office 
enjoys addressing and resolving with 
full commitment,” Dober stated, ac- 
cording to information provided by 
Logan Wednesday. 


The clients and commissions of Dober 
and Associates include over 100 colleges, 
universities and health and research 
centers. The firm also has worked with 
many other cities, including Boston. 

The firm has been contracted by the 
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Downtown Improvement Committee, a 
group of about 20 concerned citizens 
working to find possible alternatives to 
the proposed downtown beautification 
project. 


Final plans for a-downtown beau- 
tification project, which had been de- 
layed for several years, were revealed 
early in February. The project was 
again delayed when several downtown 
businessmen stated they felt the pro- 
posed plan would not solve the existing 
problems in the downtown area. 


Since that time, the Downtown Im- 
provement Committee has been for- 
mulated with the purpose of providing 
alternatives to the plan. Those alter- 
natives are to be completed July 1. 


The Dober staff is to coordinate’e ef- 
forts to provide the alternative plans, 
according to Dr. Logan. The firm is to 
work with those already involved in the 
planning, including teams from Indiana 
State University and Indiana University, 
a women’s advisory group, Kirby Smith 
of the Housing Authority (due to the 
proposed location of housing units in the 
old Deming Hotel and the Terre Haute 
House) and Bob Payne and Harold 
Baker of the Department of Redevelop- 
ment. 


The Dober team has already been in 
Terre Haute to begin its studies by 
photographing and mapping as well as” 
meeting with individuals and groups in 
fact finding and work sessions. They are 


. to spend several weeks in Terre Haute 


during the next month and a half, Dr. 
Logan said. 


One proposal by the firm for getting 
public input into the plan has been for 
the committee to take over one of the 
abandoned buildings in the downtown 
area during June to show the public the 
current plans and to obtain the public’s 
opinions on possible alternatives, Dr. 
Logan reported. 


The Downtown Improvement Com- 
mittee is to participate in progress 
reports and working sessions with the 
entire planning team on May 20 and June 
6. The final strategy plan for downtown 
Terre Haute is to be distributed at the 
final public meeting June 30. ~ 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


The “go-ahead” sign has been given 
for a strategy for improvements in 
downtown Terre Haute and action is 
already under way to,provide for some 
of those improvements. 


A long-range concept for improve- 
ments in the downtown area was pres- 
ented to the Downtown Improvement 


Committee ee for consideration Thursday 


h 
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and action was quickly taken to approve 
that concept. 


In immediate action, the committee 
took the initial steps to become in- 
corporated in order to carry out some of 


the strategy elements outlined in the 
concept. 


The concept accepted by the commit- 
tee was coordinated by Richard P. 
Dober and Associates, one of the top 
planning and design consultant firms in 
the country, with assistance from teams 
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from Indiana State University and Indi- 
ana University, a Women’s Advisory 
Committee, some municipal officials 
and the public. 

In the meeting approving the concept, 
the committee took preliminary action 
to become a corporation, according to 
Paul J. Pfister, a member of the com- 
mittee. 

> That corporation, named Terre Haute 
Civi Inc.. is 
form 


to oversee the improvement 
projects. 
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In the name of the corporation. the 
word ‘‘downtown’’ was purposely 
eliminated. according to Pfister. He 
said the word was left out because 
“downtown is not the only thing the 
committee concerns itself with — it 
concerns itself with the whole communi- 


He added it has been stated several 
times that the need for improvement in 
the downtown area is a “community 
problem, not a downtown problem.” 

Attorney Myr! Wilkinson, a member 
of the Downtown Improvement Commit- 
tee, was selected to work with the 
committee in obtaining its corporation 
status. Pfister said Wilkinson is to file 
the necessary papers with the Secretary 
of State's office and the Vigo County 
clerk. 

The members of the Downtown Im- 
provement Committee oan Sane as 


"ati -Tony 


Logan.: Sid uan, DE- Hie „Lucien. Meia. and Jack 
Also, o er directors are t 


Payne, _ Pfister,.Jobn 

herer, Don Smith, 
Kirby Smith, James u E. Sullivan, Rich- 
ard White a and Wilkinson. a i 


n) 


Dr...Logap, who head the Down- 
town Improvement Co: om tee, has also 
been selected to be chairman of the 
c on's | 
An executive. co eiei 
from the board of directors consists of 
Meis, Pfister, Schultz and Don 
ne a 


mi A a 3 


| ~Ameeting of the prøposed corporation 
is scheduled oe Wednesday for the — 


election of offi 


DISCUSSING DOWNTOWN STRATEGY — Some of the key persons involved in the 
steps being taken toward improvements in downtown Terre Haute discuss a 10-year 
strategy plan for those at ee presented to and approved by the Downtown 
Improvement Committee Thursday. Pictured, left to right, are Richard P. Dober of 
Richard P. Dober and read a design and planning consultant firm. which has + 
worked to develop the overall concept; Dr. John A. Logan, who has been heading the 
Downtown Improvement Committee; Duane Sorensen, working on the project from 
Indiana State University; and Terre Haute Mayor William J. Brighton 
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AFTER THE BLITZ?—The scene from Cherry St. looking south to the Vigo County Court- 
house resembles the day after a bombing raid but is one of the final steps in an urban re- 
newal project. The block between Second and Third on Wabash is being cleared of build- 
ings and will be leveled for future development. Photo by Martin. 
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By RLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 


Mayor William J. Brighton 
and Administrative Assistan! 
. Warner Paige IJI addressed 
Terre Haute downtown mer 
chants and landowners Tuesday 
night. with the official announce 
ment of the downtown 
beautification project expected 
to cost $337,018. 
“Terre Haute is on top of a 
i bubble, exclaimed Brighton. and 
à x SAPA i ate it’s going to take the whole- 
VIEW PROJECT SKETCH -- Mayor William J. Brighton, background, holds the artist's |hearted effort of each of you 
sketch of the $337,018 downtown beautilication project while administrative assistant |merchants to ignite the fire and 
Warner Paige HI and members of the West Central Indiana Economic Development District {get this project going.” 
view the plan, Standing left to right are John Sheehan, Charles Staats, Jerry Dooley, all Discussion of the project cen 
of the WCIEDD. Paige and Brighton, (Phiolo-by Kadel) jtered around the proposed 
- z : > a J change in parking along Wabash 
Avenue. Paige told merchants 


Hy Attala Tile thal. plans include the imple- 
TITLER mentation of angle parking. 
t tthrary which according to survey will 


increase the downtown parking 
area by some RI spaces. 
aoe > ee fat re ia 
i oie “Parking will be an important 
HE see factor in the downtown project. 
UPES 77 said Paige. We wil} he 
discouraging through traffic and 
encouraging: parkers,’ he add- 
ed. 
John Sheehan, staff planner of 
the West Central Indiana 
Development District, briefed 
merchants on details of the 
newly proposed angle parking 
plan. “Parking spaces will be- 
constructed at 30 degree angles. 
The width of the space will be 


- 8.7 feet and this will allow a 
—w f x person tb get out of his car 
7 wet C Cm ‘without hitting the car, parked 


row + EE 
“A great deal of work has 
gone into this project, noted 
Brighton, and we've had our ups 


the parking spaces had been|town area have a low growth 
suggested as wide as ten feet. |rate, a low rate on loss of leaves 


EERTE and after the first year, water land downs in attempting to ob- 
Sheehan responded to Dun |ing of these plants will cost lit- tain federal aid. But federal aid 
bar's inquiry, stating, ‘‘When/tle.. ‘Ihas gone by the boards and now 


we must meet the challenge 


Jourself.”’ ’ 
Chamber of Commerce Presi- 


you are talking about parking.| It was pointed out that Mavor, 
the usage of space is most im- Brighton and his downtown 
portant factor. Our surveys|committee are planning to i 
show thal the proposed planlemploy two or three men from) 


“gy 497g 


Downtown 


Continued From Page 1 
next to him with his door,” 
remarked Sheehan. 

Arch Dimbar questioned the 
width of the proposed parking 
spaces, noting, “With the mak- 
ing of the larger amd more 
modern automobile these days, 
I oan't see how you're allowing 
enough space for the parking of 
these cars, quizzed Dunbar. 


Dunbar pointed oul that dur- 


ng an earlier meeting of the 
Mayor's Committee for Down 


awn Beautification, the width of 


allows sufficient space for park- 
ing motorists. 

Other changes in the present 

parking plan would include the 
removal of bus and taxi loading 
areas along Wabash Avenue and 
restricled parking within an 
area of 35 feet from each cor- 
ner, 
’ Parking meters presently 
sanding will be removed and 
then replaced with 190 to 213 
meters, according to Paige. 

Paige had earlier identified 
the massive $337,000 project as 
a three phase ptan and parking 
was the final phase of the entire 
scheme. 

The first step in the three- 


phase project will concern 
enhancement of pedestrian move- 
ment. ‘his will include a 
large scaled scheme for 


landscaping and a dynamle new 
marketing plan. 

Landscaping plans call for the 
planting of shade trees every 50 
feet along Wabash Avenue and 
flowering trees, such as red- 
buds, shrubs and evergreens, 
will be planted every 25 feet 
along the avenue, x 

+ + + 

Alerchants questioned the cost 
of maintenance for the new 
landscaping idea and Paige 
responded by saving, “We have 
studied what types of trees and 
plants should be grown and we 
feel we're offering you the righi 
plan with a low maintenance 
cost.” 

Paige noted that the trees and 
plants to be used in the down- 


the Parks Department to handle 
the landscaping maintenance. 
The Mavor's Administrative 
Assistant paid a personal tribute 
to Public Service Indiana when 
he announced that the cost of a 
new "traditional". lighting pro 
ject would be ‘picked up” by 


PSI. 
+ + + 
“We are greatly indebted to 
Public Service Indiana for their 
interest In {downtown Terre 
Haute. We're going to have new 
light fixturés which produce a 


greater amount of light and at 


no charge 
Paige. i 

Another highlight to the down- 
town project. is. the construction 
of aroas bat 4% and 5% 
streets. The present aroade at 
6% Street will be renovated and 
a fountain is planned to be built 


to. the city,” stressed 


at its entrance. 

Sculptoring , will create focal 
points at'4% aud 54 streets, ac- 
cording to PAtge. The arcades 
will include planters, park 
benches, new lighting and new 
paving of alley ways. 

Plans for the new eastend 
“Y” traffic pattern were 
discussed aj fuesday's meeting. 

mY L + + 

“Tie .ékstend “Y” Is an im 
pothant past of our overall plan. 
to attract out-of{own shoppers 
and -lourists to the Terre Haute 
area,” stated Paige. 

Proposed plans call for the 
construction of sculptored 
figures at each end of the "Y" 
traffic pattern. The art work 
would be designed near the 
Civic Amphitheater on the east- 
end and the Wabash River 
Bridge at the westéeld. 

By-passing motorists traveling | 
west on Wabash Avenue will be | 
rerouted at Ninth Street. At this 
point the west-bowhd traffic will 
pick-up at Chériy Street and) 
will exit al the Wa&end “Y.” 

Motorists trav@lihg east and 
wanting to bypass downtown’ 
Tene Haute will take Ohio 
Street and will then he able to! 
return to Wabash Avenue vial 
Eleventh Street. Both 9h and 
llth streets’ will undergo 
feometric alterations as well as 
changes in signalization. 

Paige indicated the new “Y” 
traffic network may be com 


pleted by this Octoher. 
hb (abe. alls 


‘the merchants prior to the an- 
Jnouncement of the downtown 
| Plans 


and said.” This js 
something Terre Haute cannot 


il afford to Jet slip by. The time is 


now and we must get involved. I 
have long been interested in the 
development of downtown Terre 
Haute and I pledge my full sup- 


[port in this project which will 


efit us’ in so many ways,"’ 
remarked Tucker. eX 


| The next step in the downtown 


Tevitalization project is for 


(members of the Mayor's Com- 


Imittee to collect costs from 
each merchant. Within the next 
two days, committeemen will 
hegin soliciting and it is hoped 
thal. hy June 1 all money will be 
collected. 

Itemized estimated costs for 
the project are revamping of, 
sidewalks from Third Street to 
Ninth Street, $153,000; curbing. 
$34,450; landscaping, $85,000: 
arcades, $15,600; architect and 
engineering fees, $20,163 and 
contingency fees, $28,805. Public) 
Service will account for costs of 
new light ornaments and, 
instatlation. 
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By JAMES Mi RGUE 
ribune Sta Writer 


} iW t h Brighto Wednesday announced 
that plans to revita ize the downtown area will go ahead 
despite $he fact thatzall federal funds have been cut off. 

Brigh ton said the funds for the downtown heautifi- 
cation a perm ats ¿come from the merchants and 
busine Brand wilffivolve no tax money whatsoever. 

Originally, the-federal Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’ was to provide $300,000 to helr 
finance thé" projèct, but due to federal spending cut} 
backs the funds are no longer available. 

The total cost of the project, 
will Be about $300.000. ` 
t Plans for the project have not 

et been completed, but will 
definitely include a generad: 
beautification project, increased 
public parking facilities, imod- 
jernized lighting. new sidewalks, 
curbs and guttering along :Wa- 
bash Avenue from 3rd to:,9th 
Streets. i 

The Mayor's Committee on 
Downtown  Beaubificalion inves- 
tigated eight different proposals 
jand ptans and are now in the 
a ‘process of incorporating three 
3 -Aof those plans into one. 
Cee tein H All downtown property ownd 
nO a ee Jers and tenants affected by the 
ayy oa {modernization plan will :meet 

asl ye Tuesday evening at the: Terre 
ilHaute House to discuss final 
(proposals. — 
es | At the meeting Tuesday. 
Warner Paige II, administrative 

ae, r assistant to Mayor Brighton; 
e » and a downtown businessman, 

Qe will, give estimates of costs and) 
<< the methods of ab ee the; 
`~ piojëot: ~" n 

Brighton a an the, 
project: 

“Terre Haute would receive’ 
many benefits ftom a down- 
town beautification project, in- 
cluding better traffic. flow pat-' 
terns, protected tax base, 
creation wf civic pride and im-. 
ducement Tor new merchants to! 
mvest injithe ¢entral business: 
jdtstrict. > j 

“With the’ new Indiana State 
University Civic’ Amphitheater 
downtown. | this project could! 


help draw tourists and conven! 
tions to the'’city. People would 
enjoy shopping dbwntown. 


“It would also help the busi 
nesses on Wabash Avenue comv 
pete on a better basis with the 
merchants ‘Jocated outside the 
pete limits of the city.’ 

aige, who has been working 
PORE for several months. 
we f. y wh 

“Since, were is no chance for 

bo, "bet itera] monies any 
ned NY Merchants will have 
to do it on their own. 
' “The Downtown, Business AS- 
sociation has been. very helpful 
throughout they nning and is 


Ist: making dipangements to 


aid in the completion of the 
project.” 

The beautification program is 
expected to raise property val- 
ues and increase sales for the 
merchants and tenants. 


Paige also noted that since 
there will be no state or federal 
monies involved, there would be 
no interference [rom govern- 
ment red tape in completing the 
project. 

The Mayor's Committee for 
Downtown Beautification has 
¡met several times now and in- 
¡cludes members from all seg- 
‚ments of the downtown business 
community. 
| Members are Thomas Finner- 
ty, Don Smith, Robert Peterson, 
Howard Potter, John Newlin.: 
Paul Pfister, Lucien Mets, For- 
rest Sherer, Pete Lamb and Eu- 
gene Trummel. 

Also, George Miller, Robert, 
Lee. Walter McMahon, Robert 
Schultz, Warner Paige III, Mor- 
ris Blumberg. Donald Hilt, Jerry 
Austin and Arch Dunbar. 


opinions 
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Downtown! 
details ‘“ 


Details have emerged about Phase | of 
the downtown improvement project and all 
of a sudden the realization is dawning that 
something is really going to happen. 

At a meeting last week, representatives 
of Landplus West, a Muncie architectural 
landscaping firm, showed preliminary 
sketches of their ideas which have been 
funded to the tune of $347,000 by the 
Federal government. 

Basically, the initial money will be spent 
on streetscape on Sixth Street between 
Cherry and Ohio Streets. That isn't going to 
makes everybody happy and that was ob- 
vious at the meeting. 

Merchants along Wabash Avenue would 
understandably prefer to see the project 
begin there. However, sufficient money is 
not available to make the impact there, offi- 
cials argue. 

In addition, the Sixth Street area adjoins 
Indiana State University and school offi- 
cials have promised to cooperate with the 
project on the other side of Cherry. The old 
Deming Hotel will shortly be converted to 
housing for the elderly and the street im- 
provement project will nicely dovetail into 
those plans. 

For the most pessimistic, planners offer 
the argument that if the project isn't the 
kind of thing Terre Haute will like, at least 
the damage will be contained to a small 
area. 

We think the results will be pleasing and 
that it just might serve as the catalyst which 
is needed to improve the whole downtown 
area. 

Last week's meeting was valuable, for 
pro and con discussion surfaced on a 
variety of issues relating to the downtown, 
and the end result was a positive spirit of 
cooperation and action. 

It was unfortunate that more of the down- 
town business and financial leaders 
including many members of the Downtown 
Improvement Association, did not attend. It 
was also unfortunate that the meeting was 
not originally planned to be clearly open to 
all interested persons. 

Most residents of Terre Haute want to see 
the downtown area improved, but there are 
different theories, old wounds, remnants of 
cynicism and pessimism, and a lack of 
knowledge about the general problem. 

Those probiems can be solved two ways: 
first, by public participation in the process; 
second, by concrete accomplishments. 

It now is certain that the second will hap- 
pen, but open public participation can cer- 
tainly aid general acceptance of the entire 
project. After all, it is the public which will 
eventually use--or not use--the downtown 
improvements. 

Keep Canal 
Dear Editor: 

If the President can have his way, we will 
soon be abandoning portions of our power 
and privilege in the Canal Zone, with total 
abandonment of control only twenty-two 
years from now. We are giving up power to 
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“Give me a break, fellas—we’'re on the same team, after all! 


the Panamanian government--mark that 
well--when one grants power to another, 
one does give up the right to exercise that 
power oneself. Not only do we give up pri- 
vilege and power, we rather blindly agree to 
retain the duty to defend the canal--which 
could, and probably will, be interpreted as 
an obligation to defend the Torrijos govern- 
ment from internal revolution. 

Let's keep one thing in mind. Panamais a 
third world country. 89% of its population is 
non-White. It is a good guess that the 
Panamanians hate the United States, as do 
most all the other third world countries, and 
of course they do. We are White, we have 
money and power, we are cultured and sta- 
ble--they are none of these things. This 
hate will not turn into affection with con- 
cessions to Panama. Hate does not turn 
into love, it turns into contempt. If the pre- 
sent treaty, which grants the Panamanians 
all sorts of money and honor in the Zone, is 
not sufficient to mollify them, no treaty will 
be. The generous terms of Carter’s treaty 
will not be seen as an act of good will to be 
emulated, but as an act of weakness to be 
exploited. 

Assuming, just for fun, that the Panama- 
nian government really would try to keep 
the canai operative and to remain friendly 
to the United States. (The Egyptian govern- 
ment, against its own economic advantage, 
closed the Suez Canal, you’ll remember). 
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Why should we assume they're capable of 
it? The newly-freed third world nations in 
Africa seem incapable of maintaining the 
hospitals Europeans built for them, much 
less a complex engineering construct such 
as the Panama Canal. 

Last but not least, the treaty will be an in- 
vitation for more of the same. We have a 
base in Cuba, Guantanamo, that we could 
easily give to Castro in another gesture of 
Western-Hemisphere solidarity. We have a 
strong ally in the Taiwanese government, 
that could easily be delivered up to the Red 
Chinese. We have an ally in Rhodesia, 
which offered us troops to use in Viet Nam-- 
but wait, we're already negotiating to 
destroy that ally. 

The President abhors governments like 
those of Chile, the Soviet Union, and Ugan- 
da (though he makes the most fuss about 
Rhodesia and South Africa), which do not 
consult their people to make policy--that’s 
what majority rule means, after all. Maybe 
he should be reminded that even if he can 
browbeat Congress into approving his little 
treaty, he would still be in violation of his 
own principle of majority rule, because THE 
MAJORITY OF AMERICANS WANTS TO 
KEEP THAT CANAL. Write him a letter. Re- 
mind him. 

Sincerely, 
Rex F. May 
West Terre Haute 
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a “The Strategy for Improvement for 
Downtown Terre Haute” final report was 
prepared by Richard Dober and Associates, 
that concise plan (Spectator, July 16) was 
the culmination of a variety of studies, 
meetings, and research on what could be 
done in the city center. 

Two other written reports were also pre- 
pared by other consultants and they were 
fed into the process which culminated with 
the Dober strategy. 

While many ideas in both reports (and in- 
deed also the Dober report) were purely 
speculative, they offer different viewpoints 
on the downtown, viewpoints which give 
valuable perspective on the local scene. 

One report was compiled by the Indiana 
University School of Public and Environ- 
mental Affairs. It included historical and 
economic data about the community as 
well as suggestions on the downtown 
physical, financial and tax environment. 

The other report was done by Jim Burns, 
a San Francisco-based planner-theorist, 
who was called in early in the organizing 
effort to help focus the direction of those 
interested in downtown improvement. 
Burns had been in Terre Haute in 1975 to 
include the city in a book he was writing 
about recycling cities. 
recyclying cities. 

Both the IU group and Burns came away 
from their work convinced that downtown 
Terre Haute has a future and, perhaps more 
importantly, there appears to be the 
vigorous local support needed to get the 
job done. 

Burns wasn't so sure at first. Speaking of 
his first impressions, Burns said "The 
forms, qualities, uses and continuity of the 
physical environment were literally disap- 
pearing before people’s very eyes. The per- 
vasive flood of asphalt and on-grade park- 
ing threatened to engulf what three-dimen- 
sional environment remained. To the ob- 
server from elsewhere, the city seemed to 
be visibly fleeing to somewhere else, leav- 
ing desolation behind.” 

But Burns says he discovered downtown 
has a will to live and he advanced a number 
of suggestions for downtown renewal. It 
should be noted that all reports which have 
been done are only suggestions. 

While the Dober report concluded that 
ramp parking is not financially feasible 
downtown Burns's sentiments are clearly 
with ramp parking as part of the solution be 
put parking in the “right” places. He sug- 
gests five low-level (not to exceed three 
stories) parking nodes around the near 
perimeter of downtonw. ‘Multiple-level 
parking is a necessity if Terre Haute’s 
downtown is to be freed from its bonds of 
asphalt again,” Burns says. 

Burns would combine on-street and off- 
street parking with the ramps, but he 
strongly recommends locating off-street 
parking out of sight. “The demoralizing 
aspect of downtown today, thanks to 
demolition and asphalting over, is that, in 
Gertrude Stein's words “There is no there 
there.” Screened lots would help that 
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aspect. Burns also suggests a free mini-bus 
system downtown moving among the 
nodes. 

While some of Burns’s views on parking 
āre unlikely to be implemented, one that 
has priority with Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment, Inc. (the corporation which has 
emerged from early downtown planning) is 
formation of an authority to plan and reg- 
ulate parking lots, their location, use and 
design . The IU report also favors such an 
authority. 

Burns recognizes the need for con- 
sumers to be able to park within a couple of 
blocks of their destination, though he notes 
that people walk as far or farther in a shop- 
ping center such as Honey Creek as they 
would have to, in downtown. 

Burns’s real interest is the pedestrian and 
he is enthusiastic about the possibilities 
downtown. ‘There already exists in down- 
town Terre Haute a web of on-street 
sidewalks and inner-block alleyways that 
can be easily transformed into a lively and 
handsome network of pedestrianways for 
people’s use,” he notes. 

He suggests replanning and designing 
the alley system for pedestrian purposes, 
thereby doubling or tripling the frontages of 
buildings on view-and available to potential 
users. He foresees a knitting together of the 
university, elderly and business popula- 
tions in the downtown with small shops and 
service establishments thriving. 

Burns emphasizes the need for public 
open spaces downtown, something that is 
obviously lacking now. “Courtyards, plazas 
and small parks should add to people’s 
everyday uses of their city and become 
positive parts of the life there.” Such “out- 
door rooms” could be used for art exhibits, 
places for craftsmen to show their wares, 
assembly areas. ‘‘Parklets’” with two 
benches and a table, shaded by trees, 
could occur in small spaces as someplace 
for a snack or a game of checkers. A larger 
plaza with fountains and greenery could 
become a focal point, he suggests. 

“Downtown Terre Haute is currently sur- 
rounded by greenery but barren of it in 
many needed places. It is time to bring it 
in,” Burns suggests. 

Burns also emphasizes the need to utilize 
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the river, perhaps with a marina and boat 
trips. 

He is also excited about the potential of 
converting many existing buildings to other 
uses. The Dober plan incorporates most of 
his suggestions for reuse of the main 
Library (which now will be turned over to 
ISU by the city and will probably be used as 
a public building/museum), the old YWCA 
(a possible conference center), the train 
shed at Tenth and Wabash (possibly a 
farmer’s market), the Big Four Railroad Sta- 
tion (a possible arts and crafts area) the 
current Swope Block and old opera house 
(see story on next page.) 

Burns does urge that local citizens op- 
pose relocation of the existing post office 
to a new site west of Third Street. ‘It would 
be folly to move it blocks away across an 
impassable barrier (U.S. 41), approachable 
only by private automobile,” he says. 

The Burns report goes on to suggest a 
number of other points, some of which will 
be covered next week. 

The IU report is compatible with the 
Burns report and also the eventual Dober 
strategy. It recommends against major 
destruction in the downtown area because 
of the historic and symbolic importance of 
the buildings. The IU report sees the down- 
town as primarily a service center with a 
compacted retail area more accessible to 
foot traffic. It recommends the retail area be 
concentrated between Fourth Street and 
Sixth and a half along Wabash. 

Both the IU and the Burns report suggest 
private development of a new motor hotel 
downtown. The IU report suggests Seventh 
and Wabash, while the Dober report tabs 
the block between Eighth and Ninth as a 
good location. 

Burns’ enthusiasm for the old opera 
house is shared by the IU team, which sug- 
gests conversion of the building into 
“Wabash Center,” an informational and 
display area at Third and Ohio streets. 

The ideas have been suggested, 
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machinery for a beginning is now in exis- 
tence, but the problems are there also. Im- 
plementing the plans will take major ac- 

complishments in the area of taxation and 
financing. Next week, The Spectator will re- 
port on those areas. 
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Conversion of the old train shed at Tenth and Wabash. 
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Up, up, 

and maybe 
away: center 
city tries 

to take off 


by Fred J. Nation 


Renaissance or rehash? 

That is the question many Terre Hauteans 
are asking in the wake of the latest wave of 
interest in saving the downtown. 

After years of proposals, counter-pro- 
posals, plots, schemes, grand and not-so- 
grand ideas, most of Terre Haute’s leader- 
ship gathered recently to hear city planner 
Richard Dober unveil a concept for down- 
town put together in less than two months 
under the director of retired Rose-Hulman 
president Dr. John Logan. 

What emerged was a bit renaissance and 
a bit rehash, but it was a blend that ap- 
pealed to the men and the women present 
for the unveiling and may be the most 
palatable solution yet proposed for the 
downtown problem. 

The Dober document _was called [A 
Strategy for Improvement t”Jand that was an 
apt description of the concise but informa- 
tion-packed broadsheet. 

“What is being proposed is a series of 
pragmatic steps that use known future 
changes strategically, shrewdly, com- 
prehensively,” the document said. 

Absent were any plans for a Wabash 
Avenue mall (‘‘first because of cost and 
secondly the compounding traffic prob- 
lems”) or for parking ramps. The concept 
saw no large scale demolition of existing 
buildings, thereby side-stepping the com- 
plaints and hard feelings still leftover from 
urban renewal days. 

What the Dober plan does is attempt to 
take predictable developments involving 
the downtown, government and Indiana 
State University, add some ‘“‘it-would-be- 
nice-if? ideas, blend in some optional 
pieces of tax incentives and relief, project 
some private investment projects and call 
for a maximum of ten years for it all to hap- 

en. 
i A lot of the ingredients of the plan may 
happen anyway, but now the city has a con- 
cept for all of these potential developments 
to fit into and that be not only valuable, but 
conducive to the actual happening. 

The three-phase program is already un- 
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derway. The legal proceedings to form the 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement Association 
fave already begun, and Dr. Logan has 
agreed to serve as continuing chairman of 
the effort. 

However, Dr. Logan’s involvement will be 
scaled down somewhat, as he must resume 
his normal duties as executive director of 
the Wabash Valley Interstate Commission. 

Duane Sorensen and his Center for Eco- 
nomic Development at Indiana State 
University will be working with Logan and 
the Civic Improvement Association to make 
things happen. 

Sorensen is anxious to get moving 
quickly. “The object is to show some physi- 
cal activity within two or three months 
downtown,” Sorensen says. 

Sorensen says the group will probably 
move first to establish design criteria for 
parking lots, probably the outstanding 
feature of Terre Haute’s downtown land- 
scape. 

Such criteria might involve the formation 
of a parking authority with limited power 
over parking lots, including future use as 
well as deisgn. 

Parking is a big topic of debate down- 
town and while plenty of spaces are availa- 
ble, they aren't always at the most conve- 
nient locations, Sorensen notes. With all of 
the demolition in recent years, the number 
of parking lots has increased dramatically. 
While functional, the lots do little to im- 
prove the aesthetic image of Terre Haute. 

While parking improvement may be one 
of the first targets, Sorensen is quick to 
note that all segments of all three phases 
will be worked on concurrently. 


Imni TERRE HAUTE 5 
"EGY FOR IMPROVEMENT ` 


Phase One will include use of ground 
floor spaces in the former Deming Hotel 
and Terre Haute House, promotion of reuse 
of vacant spaces downtown and planning 
of pedestrian links with ISU (see accom- 
panying story), among other projects. 

Phase Two will center around ISU and its 
relationship to downtown, particularly the 
location of a planned performing arts 
center, probably north of Cherry Street be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth streets. 

Phase Three might include construction 
of a new motor hotel downtown, a new 
Swope Art Gallery and a new office build- 
ing. 

Several of the key components of the 
plan will be discussed in detail in next 
week’s issue of The Spectator. 

While there are many facets to the plan, 
they will only be attained if enough 
cooperation is gained among local property 
owners, merchants, and representatives of 
government and education. 

The Dober plan is a good step in the right 
direction, according to most of the persons 
who have been involved so far. More impor- 
tant than the elements of the plan is the 
feeling of consensus that has been 
developed by Logan, Dober et. al. 

For the first time in memory, virtually all 
interests are in at least general agreement 
about the direction. Mayor William 
Brighton, who has supported efforts to 
revitalize downtown, noted that this ap- 
pears to him to be the first time everybody 
has been in the same boat, rowing in the 
same direction. 

The crunch may be yet to come, but the 
feeling now is definitely upbeat downtown. 
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Large commercial building 
to be erected on Cherry 


L. E. Waterman, of the Deming Land 
Company, has purchased a strip of proper- 
ty, fronting on Cherry, from Paul Kuhn, and 
will start construction of an attractive com- 
mercial building. Mr. Waterman purchased 
a frontage of 153 feet on Cherry, extending 
back to the alley, a depth of more than 141 
feet. 

The new building will be known as the 
Cherry building and will be just east of the 
Deming garage, which was erected by Mr. 
Waterman through the Deming Land com- 
pany about four years ago. Two old brick 
residences which now are located on the 
site, and which have been an eyesore for 
years, are to be torn down. 


Reconstruction of Phoenix Club 
appears doubtful presently 


The reconstruction of the Phoenix Coun- 
try club house, which was destroyed by fire 
July 4, appears very doubtful at this time. 
Although there are several of the members 
who are anxious to rebuild, there are others 
who question the advisability of making 
such an expenditure under existing cir- 
cumstances. 

There is a possibility that the city may 
enter into negotiations for the purchase of 
the property as an addition to Highland 
Lawn Cemetery, as it is the only available 
expansion for the cemetery which would 
prove satisfactory. Too, it has been cited 
that the membership of the club is not suffi- 
cient to support the erection of a new club 
house. 


Proposal to prohibit auto racing 
on dirt tracks after accidents 


The sentiment which has been current 
here regarding automobile dirt track races, 
following a couple of fatal accidents, has 
crystallized into a petition for injunction 
against the races in Greene County. The 
case is set for July 16 and is being watched 
closely by local people who are interested 
in the events, as it is feared that the ruling 
in this case may have some bearing on the 


Home Health Care 


Licensed by State of Indiana 
Elderly - Stroke - Cardiac Patients 


and 
VACATION CARE 
for children and elderly 
QUALIFIED SITTING SERVICE 
for home and hospital 
Private Cases 


Medicare and Medicaid 
We furnish equipment through 
Medicare and Medicaid. 
Care Supervised by RN's. 


Call 235-6018 


For more 
Information 


MICHAEL CLARE 


conduct of the races in this county. 

Residents of Linton, who are opposed to 
the races, filed an injunction against the 
racing association previous to the races 
last Sunday, but it was impossible to havea 
hearing before the races. it is said that the 
question was first brought up at a church 
meeting and that those present at this 
meeting instigated the petition. 


Financing local broadcast station 
outlined by sponsors 


Sponsors of the Rose Poly Broadcasting 
station WRPI, have outlined a method of fi- 
nancing the station which now is being pre- 
sented to business men and manufacturing 
concerns of the city. The system is that of 
using the station for advertising and is very 
similar to that in use by the majority of the 
stations of the country except that the local 
station is charging moderate rates. 

It is proposed to allow local business 
men or manufacturers to use the station for 
one hour at a cost of $25 for the presenta- 
tion of their own programs. These pro- 
grams can be provided by the people con- 
nected with their own concerns or special 
entertainers may be engaged. The station 
operators will arrange the programs if 
desired, the cost to be borne by the firm to 
which the hour of broadcasting is allotted. 


Personal and Society 


Prof. and Mrs. Dewey Annakin and 
daughter, Dorothy Rose, 2432 North Se- 
venth, will leave Monday for the west coast, 
to be gone until the middle of September. 
They will visit principally in Los Angeles 
with Mrs. Annakin’s brothers-in-law and 
sisters, Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Hughes, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Murray Johns. 
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HOWARD GLARE INSURANCE 


P.O. BOX 3065 
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SENIOR | 
CITIZENS’ MENU | 


Monday, July 18 


Sliced Baked Ham 
Glazed Carrots 
Cranapplesauce 
Rye Bread 
Margarine 
Cookies 
Milk 
Coffee/Tea 


Tuesday, July 19 


Beef and Noodles 
Orange Juice 
Harvard Beets 
White Bread 
Margarine 
Pudding 

Milk 

Coffee/Tea 


Wednesday, July 20 


Swiss Steak 
Cream Style Corn 
Green Beans 
Wheat Bread 
Margarine 

Pie 

Milk 

Coffee/Tea 


Thursday, July 21 


Pork Chop with Gravy 
Mashed Potatoes 
Broccoli 

Roll 

Margarine 

Fruit 

Milk 

Coffee/Tea 


Friday, July 22 


Cabbage Roll 

Mixed Vegetables 

Pineapple and Cottage Cheese 
White Bread 

Cake 

Milk 

Coffee/Tea 


HEARING AID SERVICE 


809 Merchants Bank Bldg. 
Terre Haute 
232-8172 
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ISU: partner 

in future 

of downtown 
Terre Haute 


by Casey Selix 


Pedestrian links aimed at drawing In- 
diana State University students downtown 
to shop, and beautifying the borders of the 
campus to attract visitors make up the bulk 
of the Strategy for Improvement for ISU. 

But creating such a magnet depends 
ultimately on its practicability and 
availability of funding, says ISU President 
Richard G. Landini. Although Landini says 
he favors the concept, he is the one who 
will have to secure the funding and justify 
his request. 

He isn't the only one who will have the 
headaches. The city of Terre Haute will 
have its share, too, especially when it’s 
forced to find an east-west thoroughfare to 
replace Chestnut Street. 

Included in the magnet proposal is the 
closing of Chestnut Street, a main artery for 
east-west traffic, from Sixth to Sixth-and- 
a-Half Streets. The intent is to eliminate the 
congested traffic and create a walkway at 
the center of campus. 

But is important to realize the Strategy 
for Improvement is basically a suggestion 
and nothing is definite, Landini says. 

Here are some of the ideas proposed by 
the Downtown Improvement Committee: 

* The closing of Sixth Street from Cherry 
to Mulberry and from Chestnut to Tip- 
pecanoe to create automobile-free green- 
ways that would draw students downtown. 

* The development of several north-south 
pedestrian links that would tie up the ISU 
‘precinct’ with the south border of down- 
town and create a magnet effect. The links 
would be landscaped. 

One example of a link would be the 
natural alley east of Paige's Music that stu- 
dents and visitors often use as a short-cut 
to downtown and campus. The link would 
pick up on the parking lot between Terre 
Haute Gas Company and the ISU Alumni 
Center where a town and gown meeting 
place has been proposed. 

Another link would extend from the 
Sycamore Towers dormitory complex on 
Mulberry through the alleys to Ohio Street. 

*The elimination of the Paddock Building 
and former Sears store (which houses the 
student newspaper) both on Seventh and 
Cherry so that a plaza could be built to 
draw pedestrians into the campus from a 
south east entrance. 

“Creation of an attractive main entrance 
to the ISU campus at Mulberry and Third. 

The entrance would form a loop at Sixth 
Street where traffic would turn left and pro- 
ceed to Chestnut to the exit at Third Street. 

“Encouragement for the location of an 
ISU performing arts center on the north- 
west corner of Sixth and Cherry. 

* Expansion of the ISU School of Tech- 
nology building to the parking lot on the 
northeast corner of Sixth and Cherry. 

“Construction of shops in the lobbies of 
the Terre Haute House and former Deming 
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Next week: the specifics of the Dober plan 
plus other ideas for downtown. 
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Hotel which will house the elderly. 

* Elevated restaurants and coffee shops 
along Cherry. 

Many of the ideas will take years to com- 
plete if they are finalized, Landini says, but 
a few improvements are likely at ISU in the 
near future. 

One will be paving the parking lot on 
Third Street between Mulberry and Eagle 
Street. Landscaping will also be done on it 
like the landscaping on the lot at the north- 
east corner of Sixth and Cherry. 

The University also hopes to raze the 
Sears store by June 1, 1978, if not sooner, 
according to J. Kenneth Moulton, vice 
president for Business Affairs at ISU. Some 
landscaping will be done at that time. 

But the Paddock Building which houses 
the Orpheum Hair Center and professional 
offices probably won't be razed until the 
1980s since the lease doesn't run out until 
1981. 

Even if the strategy for improvement 
wasn’t adopted and implemented, the 
University would continue its own internal 
improvements, Landini said. 

The proposal to close Chestnut and Sixth 
Streets has long been a desire of the 
University and it is hoped they will be 
closed by 1980. Landini said he'd like to see 
Chestnut closed from Fifth to Sixth-and-a- 
half streets instead of the proposed closing 
from Sixth to Sixth-and-a-half. 

If his desire is granted, then the main 
entrance might have to be altered. But Lan- 
dini isn’t exactly in favor of the proposed 
entrance. “I object to the first view of this 
University being a parking lot,” he said. He 
would prefer the entrance to be at Chestnut 
and Third Streets. 

The intent of that entrance was to try with 
the least amount of money to create an at- 
tractive entrance, says Harold Baker, of the 
Department of Redevelopment. 

“The loop was just one way to demon- 
strate how with limited funds, an attractive 
entrance could be created and bring traffic 
into the University,” Baker said. 

“But I’m personally not that excited 
about the loop,” he said. “I'm not sure it 
will give the University what it wants in the 
way of a formal entrance.” 

Baker believes the greenways can be 
built quickly without much money, but 
stressed only the power structure in the 
community can prompt a more attractive 
campus and downtown. 

Also, Baker says these ideas are ‘‘tenta- 
tive and flexible.” 

“Everyone needs to realize these are not 
specific designs and they they really have 
to be tought out thoroughly. The com- 
munity is ready to jump at anything out of 
hunger for change.” 

The climate for change is the positive 
aspect in the proposals for downtown im- 
provement, Baker said. “That's probably 
the top thing we’ve got going now.” 
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Continued From Page One. 
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Parkin ah 
Bids 


ling of parts of itarding. Cherry 
Hand Wabash, new curbs, side- 
mwalks, and some sewer work 
| hal “will correct the drainage 
voblem near the County High 
vay Garage when the catch 
Hipasin is connected tn the Ohio 
aGlreet sewer. 
M Uhe new Civic Center Parking 
yjlot is a joint city-county project. 
H'The Redevelopment Department 
ne was mandated to clear and pre-| 
{pare the land .which lies to the|i 
Api Hal oct and north of City Hall. 
ea The property was purchased 
ny the City of Terre Haute in} 
liate 1971 from the Redevelop- 
iment Department.’ Once. thel 
site preparation is complete, hel 
county will take over. 


The Vigo County Chihmissibn 
sfiers will open bids for the con 
struction of the parking lot on 
MayThurcday, Jure 2b at 10 a.m. 
Hiin Room 25 of the Court House. 
igiFederal revenue sharing funds 
Maol $50.000 have been obligated 
Waeby the county commissioners 
Hilland county council for the proj-| 
Imi ect. 
i | Alternate bids are to be sub- 
mitted, using two methods of 
pe ne: with the final decision 
ased on the lowest cost. One 
inches of base 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Aids were opened Tuesday 
afternoon by the Terre Hantel 
Redevelopment Department for if 
Phase V of a project that- will Hap 
clear the way for construction iis 
of a new Civie-Center parking Hiin 
lot near the city’s west side 


at wu 


ae 


wee eae 


“This includes everything 
inside the ‘Y’ at Harding and 
Wabash, Robet L. Payne, 
executive director of the Re- 
development Department said. lf 
“with removal of sidewalks 
and curbs, construction of new 
sidewalke and a 22-loot wide ni 
concrete street with emergen- fiiit 
cy lanes back of City Hall. getii 
We'll also grade for the new M Nd) 
parking tot.” ; 

Three bids on the project i 
were received Tuesday and ied 
will be taken under advisement $ 
until the Redevelopment Com- #4) 
mission meeting next Thurs- ji 
day, June 21, at the depart- 
ment’s offices. 417 S. 5th St. 
Gordon Jounson Inc., Pente- 
ton. submitted the lowest bid, $ 
$162, 902.50. Newlin-Johnson De- W Hidi 
velopment Co.. Terre Haute. JF 
submitted a bid of $167,105.27, fiH 
Clinton iil 


= 


vould use 643 


oncrete. 


and Kay Company, The parking lot will provide 
$176.005. pe 350 to 490 spaces depend. 
ng upon the width of thelf 


The engineer’s estimate wag Haiii 
$193.908.75. FEF 

Work on Phase IV. “every dupe 
thing outside the Y.” as Payne} HIE 
explained, bezan Monday. with il 
the contract going to Newlin- fii 
Johnson Development Co. for” 
$216.090. This includes resurfac- 


Continited On Page 2, Col. 7. 
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paces, and will be used by city 
and ceunty employees and visi- 
tors. There are no plans for í 
parking meters on the lot. 1 
Cherry Street will be | 


north boundary, 
boundary curving around. city 
hall. 
south curd of Wabash Avenue 
providing 
Street will be the eastern bos- 
der and the Penn Central Rail- 
road tracks the western edge. 
Entrance will be from Cherry 
Street. 
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that limit. Second 


SS ere aS See Te eee ee ow 


Loma tae e = ome 


Downtown Proj ect} 


ans. J Ai; 23 1974 
PLES ATiye 


et DOUG saf DHAGE projet t „l providing The money 
Star Staff Writer ‘for the proposed improvements 
Rigging nn dle dation] [along Wahash Avenue. 


| ilieati mjeri 
begiiiaaigan prnier would have came from a $300, 


called. in af many wards, cer OOM geanl fram he DENAN Eni l 
lain’ and “unerrtain,’ aecard ArcHousiite and Urhan Merrin 
ing ta Mavor William J. Rrigh SIU f 


meni. Rut, the funds 
frozen due to federal spending) 
cuthacks by the Nixon admin 
istration, said Brighton. 


fon and Sid Levin, president of 
the Downtown Business Asso 
malim. 

Brighton reported to The Star 
(hat the “city has essentially grant, the DBA met and decided 
[gone as far as it can go.’ “jn to go ahead .with their part by 
the beautification project. Heli ry ing individual solicitation, 
said that thus far about $75,000 According to Brighton, the DBA| 
has been spent on the Y-lnter-/is just under their goal 
sections, $750,000 on beautilica |$200,000. 
tion around city hall, and $250.- 
noo of the affected strects that 
needed repair and 
changks 
jit The “total one and a half mil 


signal| the project is “now at a stage 
od whether the DBA should go. 
ahead with the $200,000 or hold, 


ànd tax monies, Brighton ex |lion af a new federal program. 

plained. A new federal program, 
According to hhe mayor. the 

Downtown Businesé’ Association See DOWNTOWN 

(DBA) ‘vas to complete the: On Page 2, Column 2 


a A 


In theg 


Bil considered by Brighton a defin- 
onila Ra original plan, most of the maney 


were 


jibe a tragedy to let it turn into 


Since the loss of the possible Ay 


eye what te want ibe fe 
me said the association anticipates 
ot | 


Brighton explained then that ia 


lion. dollars came from federalloff until six months in anticipa if 


if wE 


OWwnlown 


Continued From Page t 
proved would involve matching 
the fund collected sa far with 
a federal grant. similar to the 
jlasi $300,000 grant thal afiled. 


third possibility. noting that 
the Department of Redevelop. | 
|ment for Terre Haute could use 
lits bonding authority to sell 
[bonds for the delvntown im 
provement. This possibility was] 


Hite last chance effort. 


downtown area has the heaviest 
tax base in the city and that 
he feels a “real effort mttst be 
made to help it survive. lt would 


, putting in new sidewalks, curhs, 
j: makeing improvements on the, 
intersection and planting trees, 
and shrubs in the area. 
+ + + 

Levin explained, thaugh, that. 
he was not certain about how, 
much work could be done until: 
W/the estimates are received by) 
the DBA improvement commi’ 


I tee. 


Kuykendall Construction ‘Com À 
pany is preparing the estimates, | 
| which will be completed follow: | 
Ving a survey by Cénstritction 
Engineering Services, Inc., on 
‘basement extensions undér 
|walks and other subgrade ¢on- 
; struction. 
« The only noticeable improve 
ment made thus far by the BBA 
has beer’ the hanging of Mower 
pots on many of: the light poles 
along Wahash Avenue. The pots 
originally were filled with real 
flowers but have since had to 
be replaced with artificial ones. 

The city completed the west 
side Y-iñtersection last year in 
an effort that is supposed + to 
reroute, through traffie from 
Wabash onto either Cherry or) 
Ohio Steets.. The thought. was! 
that the new traffic pattern, 
would produce less congestion: 
downtown and thus provide 
more of a convenience to shop- 
pers. Persons traveling west 
and wishing ta avoid the down- 
town can turn right from Wa- 
bash Avenue onto 9th Street, ı 
then turn left at Cherry Street! 
and follow that exit to ther 
destination. 

Persons going east simply fol- | 
low, Ohio Street to lith Street! 
turn left and then right when; 
they reach Wabash Avenue. 

The city also has recently, 
completed its city hall beautifi- 
cation. New sidewalks. a lon- 
‘tain and trees and sbrubs have, 
been added to the area and 
several of the old streets have 
been filled over with dirt and 
grass planted In replacement. | 
A large parking lot north of city| 
hall also was added. 


Brighton emphasized that the f 


The mayor also opened up af 
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A LOOK AT THE FUTURE—An artist’s conception of downtown Terre Hante upon completion of the Downtown Beautifi- 
cation Program was revealed this week. The improvement Project includes new walks and curbs, new lighting, islands of 
greenery and shelters from 3rd to 9th Streets. The shelters. Providing protection to citizens during inclement weather. will 
be constructed on all four corners of each intersection. -There will he 28 planter wells and a number of planted trees. 
Attractive lanterns will replace current ‘amp posts. Construction of the project is to hezin next year, according ia Sid 


Levin, president of the Downtown Business Association, 
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A NEW BROOM — Sid Levin. president of the Downtown Business Association, is pictured 
at left inthe driver's seat of the new sidewalk sweeper and snow sweeper which DBA | 
now is nperating six days a weck in the central downtown business district, With him is 
Ralph Tucker, executive vice president of the Terre Haute Area Chamber of Commerce. | 
(Pholo hy Bruce) Sce plory on Page 30, | 
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hours aday' ay through Sat- 
urday to clean the gutters, alleys 
and sidewalks" ihe central 
downtown business district. 

Sid Levin, DBA . president, 
gave -a brief, demonstration i 
Wednesday afternoon of how the! 
sweeper operates amd said it 
cleans the area between Third 
and Ninth and One-Half streets 
and Cherry and Ohio streets 
with the exception of Third 
Street. itself. 

Cost of the mabthine is slightly 
over $5,300, and DBA has nego- 
tiated a rental-purchase agree- 
ment. for use of-the sweeper on 
J a. monthly basis Levin had -ex- 
plained earlier. DBA will pay 
for the machine's operation and 
‚maintenance. ; 

_ Levin has contacted Mavor 
William Brighton and the city 
eouncilrhen on behalf of the 
association and -asked that the 
city pay $3.800 of the total price. 

Levin said Wednesday that 
“The; Mayor expressed the idea 
that if the councilmen were for 
it he was." Levin added that. the |i 
opunciimen had “expressed 
efthusiasm’ for the idea when 
he talked fo them about sharing | 
the cost. 
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By JAMES McHARGUE n Ri AAR Mines ; c 
; Ary the area, ldrdscaping an e'part of the beautification project 
Thue se building of the fountain, cost and cost. another $700,000. 
| Official dedicatior. of the foun- , around $700,000. | “I think anyone will agreer 
ltain between City Hall and the! “1 would like to point out that! that this area has heen enhanced 
Courthouse Wednesday signified, | the $700,000 was a federal tremendouslv by the projects.: 
lin essence. the Canpierion ofigrant” explamed Brighton, The- parking -and convenience? 


3 +“ d a penny of 

|the bea project, in on tax a any- Ok ais he al jfor citizens utilizing: government} 
i 

jthat area. jerty tax money was .used i joffices is much better.” i 


project,’ : 
a erie J.. Brighton] Brighton toid The TRIBUNE: Brighton said it is hard to be- 


r f lieve just last year old. dilapr-: 
landscaping. to be done before E Bi PEOP EA the an tane ated buildings surrounded Cit 
ithe beautification is firalized. |Shou cep min a all. ‘We soon forget how bar” 


n o beautification of the area around' i AA 
lrinishea; et the pee i City Hail and the Court House EN eee hard 
{most of the sod has been-laid. Was local government’ s contri-; ‘beautification and fountain pra- H 
IIt is. in essence; done.” bution to the downtown beau-! ‘ects were members of the Terres 

The project, which included |tiftcation project, which has y et Haute ‘Redevelopment Commis 
¿the construction of a 600:space'to be started. sion staff. undr the direction a | 
¡parking lot, sidewatks and curb- “The ‘\" traffic system win) sion st Payne. i 


| a Those attending dedication È 
ceremonies included Brighton; 3 
Harry Brentlinger, commission% 
or: Pat O'Leary. president off 
ine Terre Haute Area Chambers 
(OL. Commerce; Payne: Prank 
‘Btns, Terre Haute Concrete. 
George Kassis, eae | 
Gom mission board member, and | 


ing for several biocks around soon be completed and it also is: 


H 


iCY aE #eweral_others. È Tra = D o ast oo 
cer A a iiA ay 

Re 5 cits BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT COMPLETE—The dedication of the fountain hetween City Hall 
vant and the Courthouse signified the completion of the heautification project in the area. Present- 
WY ing a key to the fountain to Mayor William J, Brighton. center, is Robert Payne, director of 
GO qF? the Terre Haute Redevelopment Commission, white Pat O'Leary, president of the Terre Hante 

oe Area Chamber of Commerce, looks on. age and his starf designed the fountain and project. 

‘<> ? 


© P Cila House of Photography Photo. 


Move Aheédi 


Even though a freeze on 
federal funds for the proposed 
downtown improvement project 
continues. area officals are still! 
hopeful that funds will be re- 
leased eventually and are con- 
anteng their planning efforts. 

Warner H. Paige LE. adminis- 
trative assistant to Terre Haute 
Mayor Willram J. Brighton. 
represented the ciiy at a meet 
ing in Indiamapoiis Friday þe- 
tween local officials and others 
from the U.S. Department of 
| Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment. Also attending were 
Jerry Dooley and John Shee- 
han of the West Centra! Indi 
ana Economic Development 
District. 

Paige attriouted the nation- 
wide freeze of HUD tunds 
partly to the appointment of 
Frederick B. Dent as the new 
Secretary of Commerce, to give 
him time to study and review 
major fundings. 

The downtown project. is esti- 
mated to cust $600.000, with one 
half the cost being sought 
through HUD, and the remain- 
ter from the local downtown 
businesses which will directly 
benefit. 

Meantime, Paige said, com- 
mittees are “tying up loose 
ends and ironing out small prob- 
tems pertaining to parking, 
traéfic flow and other facets in 
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Downtown Beautification | 


Community Arairs file T NOV 8 1973 j 
The PEN EA Beautification Project is get- 


ting closer to reality, acoording to reports from 
Sidney Leyin, president of the Downtown Business 
Association, and Mayor William J. Brighton. 

That is encouraging news to all citizens inter- 
ested in the revitalization of the heart of the city, 
especially those. who realize the importahce of 
downtown Terre Haute to the total community. 

The most recent report shows that $100,000 
of the $300,000 needed to implement the total | 

: downtown beautification proposal already has been 4 
pledged by land owners in the project area. Hope- | 
fully, the $300,000 in pledges will be achieved soon 
so that work can begin on schedule next May. 

The beautification project will help keep Terre 

; Haute in step with other progressive cities such as 

, Indianapolis, Evansville and Richmond who already 


: have revitalized the hearts of their communities. 


; A downtown beautification program here would 
‘ provide a stimulus for the overall development 
: predicted for downtown Terre Haute following the 
opening next month of the $10 million Hulman 
Civic University Center. The center is expected to 
‘ attract numerous conventions and internationally- 
' acclaimed programs, which would bring many 
’ visitors tə the city. 
When it was learned several months ago no 
federal: money would be available, it would have 


: been easy for local leaders to throw up their hands 
: and forget about downtown beautification. 


: Fortunately for us, they chose to carry on with 

_ the program despite the lack of federal funding. 

i Instead of waiting around for possible federal 
handouts to become available again, they are dig- 
ging into their own pockets to try to make the 
dream for downtown Terre Haute a reality. 

Full implementation of the downtown beauti- 
fication proposal could result in future benefits to 
the community far exceeding the amount requested 
in this current campaign. | 

This community has a lot at stake in the suc- 
cess of the fund-raising effort and implementation 
of the program. 
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Brighton said the city is can-; commission has now backed w 
tining its part of the project. jef its first ruling. 
Cherry Street will be resurfaced! Brighton noled, however. that} 
from 3rd to 9th Streels in the! it parking harms traffic flow ony 
-onference, Mayor William J., next few weeks and Pirate the street. the commission will}) 
3righton said the Downtown have been let for work at the; reverse its decision. and orderg) 
Beautification. Project ' ‘is going| 9th Street entrance to Cherry: the spaces removed, 
Tahead Cull-steam” and construc- a the lith Street exit from The heautifioation project will]: 
‘tion should begin by May. Onio to Wabash. |l cost over Sees All federali 
j „evin,| The Mayor also revealed that| monies originally promised tof 
a ot a en the Indiara State Highway Com-! aid in the costs were cut off by | 
Business Association, and oth-| Mission has given approval to a freeze on funds and theii 
er merchants have collected:tcave parking on one side of) merchants have been asked toi 
$100,000—one third of the total | Cherry Street. Originally park-| pledge a certain amount per’ 

Mneeded—in pledges during the ing was to be removed com-| storefront footage to pay for the || 
|past 10 days. pletely from the thoroughfare, | construction. j 
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By JAMES MeHARGUE 
| Tribune Stalf Writer 


At his Friday morning news 
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Brighton added: but opposition developed and the} -The plan to revitalize down-|j 
: “Sid Levin is Speannea dinti aes town was first proposed be- 
the new drive for pledges. There | cause, according to many ob-ji 


iwere prcblems earlier such as 
[complicated ownership and! 
|lease arrangements, but those: 
are about to be overcome. 

| “The specifications, designs 
land engineering bhat will have 
ito be done are now being drawn 
up by Robert Payne (director 
of the Terre Haute Redevelop- 
ment Commission). Public Serv- 
ice Indiana has already sub- 
mitted the lighting proposal to 
Payne for his okay. 

“I fully expect construction on 
the. Downtown Beautification 
project to begin by next May.” 


ae er 


servers, the area was dying)! 
from lack of shopper interest. | 
If implemented, Wabash Ave- 
nue will be changed to a two- 
lane street with no traffic ex- 
cept autos carrying persons 
to shop in the area. Also. park- 
jing will be diagonal which in! 
turn will create an additional!) 
| 100 spaces. i! 
At the news press conference. 
Brighton safd he knew of no 
plans to build a multi-level 
parking garage downtown. 

The parking situation at thel 
Hulman Civic University Cen- 
ter will not be the problem!! 
|mary people expect. according| 
je the mayor. He pointed out that! 
Hein two blocks of the facility i 
te parking enough for thousands į 
Hof autos. | 
| Brighton predicted activities, 


at the center will aid in the re- 
vitalization of downtown. | 
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Sheehan Says {mpro 


In Downtown Is. Imperdi ive 


By JAMES DRESSLER plans for beautification of the 
Tribune Staff Writer Central Business District have 
been completed and that an ap- 

The city of Terre Haute with-/plication has been submitted re- 
out a viable downtown arealquesting participation by the 
would be only a series of frag-;]Department of Housing and Ur- 
memed neighborhoods, John E./ban Development (HUD). It is 
Sheehan, regional planner forjexpeclted numerous citizens will 
the West Centra] Indiana Eco-|become involved in a process to 
nomic Development District,jhelp determine just what plan 
said Wednesday. is needed downtown. 

Sheehan was one cf the fea-| Stressing the importance of 
tured speakers at the 1973/an eventual decision on the fu- 
Terre Haute Business Outlookiture of the downtown area, 
Forum. Theme fcr the forum|Sheehan said: 
was ‘businesses’ social respon-| “This decision could have 
sibility to the community. drastic effects on the charac- 

Noting that 1972 was a vear! ter and structure of Terre 
in which Terre Haute prepared; Haute s a community and 
for a possible beginning of Cen-| the pattern of living of each 
tral Business District improve-| of ifs citizens. 
ments, Sheehan said the cul- “Without a viable down- 
mination of that beginning now, town, the city is only a series 
depemds on the abilbiv and de- 
sire of downtowners and local 
fovernment to really get to | 


gether and co-operativey de! NEWS DIGEST -ji 
cide what improvement: shouid: 
be made. i On Fage 10 


Sheehan pointed out alternate! 
Sy a ee 
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For the heart and nucleus 
of Terre Haute is its down- 
town. 

“It is essentia) that this 
Vilal section of the city reach 
and maintain its optimum 
viability and activity as an 
employment center, service 
center, center of commerce, 
focal point of activity, source 
of city revenue, stimulus to 
growth in adjacent areas of 
the city. and for the protec- 
tion of those investments, 
both publie and private, al- 
ready committed in the Cen- 
tral Business District.” 
While 1972 was the prepara 
tion for Central Business Dis-| 
trict improvement. Sheehan said 
1973 could be the premiere 

[Showing of the following im- 
provemenis: 

—Completion of the west 
end of the “V" interchange. 
—Approval of the HUD 


Continued On Page 3. Cal .4. 
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complishments of the last ycar.;THE TRIBUNE, TERRE HAUTE, IND. PHURSDAY, JAN 25, 1973-3 TE 
Sheehan noted that a joint com-! in te EES 
mission composed of governi neins to the EmUAN@etSbout these désiPed-soeial tinctinery Chreles Ee Uh: arsenale i 
ment officials and downtown | ere this He ‘MEN. cust te BOGE MOSSE: Pare ata T s Pubi agen Sar 
jbusinessmen was formed. Also.) St FeSpon io Eamus. OE ||pActs. DO a e CANE AS ee 
ataban ' : : |measured in tangibie and cC0-|  «Ppyeal eyvernment uuid Patrick O'Leary, presidat z g 
a citizens’ advisory committee: aX 4 e 4 a al governme: SES Me Oh aaa See ty eR ae we | are 
i x ‘ a.p (nomic terms if such a responsi-| look to the le in daier } Terre Haute. Concrete Sunglys § 
to that commission was estab- ipilit comer Enawied 00 1e people We er iC : Jrg 
ran Vshed. ibility is to be acknowledged. | mining desired sociai effests, A CO ; es) 
4, JAN 25 ares: ; When economics aren’t sup-| unificauion of these rois of! Dr. Havey V. Krueckeberg. de 5 
; sa The city received approval ofjportive of a social responsibil-| downtown and local govern- rector cf the ISU Bureau, of R 
ce ail ae Application from the Depart-iity, the effects of that responsi- ment would heip deveriutne Busines, served a gencral £ 
ment of Transportation (DOT)|bility coula not be expected to what types of improvemcats, chairman of the lorum. i’ iy 
f : for 12 modern city buses andlendure for very long. As such.| would be best for the Centrai) Dr. Clinton A. Buker. deasieuf | 
| Continued From Page One. |the west end project was|they should not even be at- Business District and how »uchlthe School of Busines, was ch: $ 
= almost completed. In addition, |tempted. improvements could be accom man of the morning session?) 
dowieelen srant construction of the University-) “Therefore, we should expect! plished.” jwhile Dr. Robert Steinbuugu.? 
Se sists sae Civic Amphitheater moved into|those businessmen downtown to ichairman of ihe Management-s| = 
—The raising of local match- |full swing. concentrate primarily on thej, Sheehan warned that (heitinance Departmen, was ice 


ing funds. 


improvement plan through the 
cooperation of downtown mer- 
chants, local government and 
involvement by rank-and-file 
citizens. 

—Implementation of a down- 
town plan. 

—Completion of the pro- 
posed east end “Y”. 

—Completion of the $R mil- 
tion University-Civie Amphi- 
theater in the beart of the cily. 
—Developiment of adequate 
parking facilities for the Cen- 
tral Business District. 
“Hopefully, at this forum next 
year,” Sheehan added, “a mer- 
chant or local official will be 
standing before you speaking of 
these projects in the present 
tense rather than the tuture 
tense.” 
Looking back at downtown ac- 


—Develupment and approval |of various dilapidated buildings|proving the Central Business velopment is apathy in many) — 
of a Central Business District |in the Central Business Dis-|District, Their secondary con-| Cases. i 


Ra 


He also noted the domolilionjeconomics of changing or im-| biggest threat to downtown ie- afternyon chairman. 


trict. Significant steps were|cern would be upon the social] “Such community ineptncss | 
taken concerning a east-endjimpacts anticipated from amn{can be overcome only wherc| 
“y”, Serious discussions alsoj@conomically feasibie change.|downtowners and local govern- 
began regarding the establish-|They should seek the maximum] ment officials ave progressive. , 
ment of adequate parking fa-|in desired social impacts in ac-|active and resourceful,” Shec-| 
cilities for the Central Business cordance with what is econom-'han said. “The events of 19724 
District. ically poss:bie, indicate Terre Haute possesses!) 
In response to the common) “The downtown was buillisuch people and also indicate | 
question of who should be re-| upon economic grounds, andjthat something could be ac: | 
sponsible for downtown im.|il’s survival must be terer complished in the Central Busi } 
provements, Sheehan said: ¡mined on these grounds.” ness District this ycar." i 
“In my opinion, the down-| Turning to the roie of locali In the other afternoon speech 
towners economic responsibility; government on downtown im-jat the business forum, John mt 
to themselves and to each oiler! provements, Sheehan said: Mackie, safety coordinator of 
are mseparable from their so-; “The role of local govern |the Visqueen Division, [thvt; 
cial responsibility to the COM ment, as protectors and initia-|Corp.. explained various rami | 
munity. For in the most part. | tors of the public welfare ang|fications of the Occupational’ 
ines Boot ior coven inj well being, should be oriented|Sufety Health Act (OSHA). | 
fos aes nate fears eae toward the social impacts of | Morning speakers includect: p 
eet i changing the Centrai Business| Robert W. Miller, deputy direc j 
sites. oe District, and how to assign altor on Internaucral Economic] 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT ON THE 3RD STREET OVERPASS 
AND THE CLOSING OF 6TH AND CHESTNUT STREETS 
ON THE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS 


The University is emphatically not opposed to the construction of a 
railroad overpass on 3rd Street (Route 41) to the Northeast of the campus. 
We have consistently added our support and endorsement to any and all 
projects and plans designed for the betterment of the community-at-large 
and to the city of Terre Haute. 


The University is deeply concerned about the possible impact of the 
3rd Street Overpass on an already critical traffic situation within the 
campus. l have heard the Mayor himself say that East-west traffic on Chestnut 
Street, through the physical center of the campus, wil) increase markedly 
with the completion of the overpass. 


Even as matters stand, the growing threat to the physical safety of 
our students, faculty, and staff together with the afr and noise pollution 
created by heavy commercial traffic has reached alarming proportions. 


The Mayor's opposition to the closing of 6th and Chestnut Streets ts 
astonishing, for it betrays a complete and utter disregard for the 
welfare and interests of one of the greatest assets in his city. 


It is too bad, really, that the Mayor doesn't reconsider his opposition 
and address himself to the ways and means by which the needs of both the 
city and the University can be met. 


- Surely the Mayor doesn't mean to fmply that he doesn't care what the 
University thinks or needs. Surely his negativism regarding the University 
doesn't reflect the majority view of the people. 


The University has given manifest evidence of its desire to help this 
community, not only in the education of its people but also in social, economic, 
and cultural improvements. The University has expressed its willingness to 
cooperate with the city, to help find ways to solve problems. I am sorry to 
say that the same cannot be said of the Mayor. 


I can understand his concerns regarding the welfare of the City regarding 
traffic flow and transportation. What I can't understand is why he can't 
understand the critical needs of this University--or at least to be responsive 
in recognizing the problem. 


Over the last Several years we have tried to point up to the community 
and its leaders the severity of the problem. So far the response we have 
received from city government has been disdain and disregard for the concerns 
of the University and an attitude of non-cooperation. 
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ISU President Richard Landini said 
yesterday that Terre Haute Mayor Pete 
Chalos has ignored the University’s 
interests in planning the proposed Third 
Street overpass. 

The difference of opinion between 
Landini and Chalos concerns to what 
street east-west traffic will be routed 
during construction of the overpass. 
Chalos has said Chestnut Street would 
be the most viable alternate route. 
The proposed overpass would cross 
over the railroad tracks on North Third 
Street, near Tippecanoe Street. 


Chalos has established construction 
ofthe overpass as one of the priorities 
for his administration. He thinks it will 
help solve the traffic problem the rail 
traffic causes. 

Landini agrees the overpass will help 
the city. However, he said the impact on 
the University by rerouting traffic 
through campus on Chestnut Street 
would be a major problem. 

‘The main concern of the 
University...is not the building of the 
overpass, but the impact of it on the 
campus,”’ Landini said. 

Landini said the large amount of 
traffic on Chestnut Street causes a- 
safety hazard for ISU students, faculty 
and staff who frequently walk through 
the area, which is located in the center 
of the campus. He also said it’s 
impossible to teach in classes in 
buildings facing Chestnut when heavy 
semi-trailers pass through campus. 

Landini has proposed other streets as 

main east-west route which would 
“dump” into the overpass. He said J. 
Kenneth Moulton, senior vice president 
andtreasurer, wrote to the director of 
the firm doing the environmental impact 
analysis about the possibility of using 
another street as the main east-west 
route from the overpass. Written in 
July 1978, at Landini’s urging, the letter 
suggested that Tippecanoe Street be 
used instead of Chestnut Street. 

Landini said the University has 
suggested alternatives that could be 
acceptable to the city and still lead to his 
personal goal--the closing of Sixth and 
Chestnut streets. 

He said, however, that he has 
received no cooperation from the 


administration. ‘Tve gotten more >. 
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Gooperation and support from 
townspeople and smal! businessmen.” 
pam ndini said an academic atmosphere 
shouldn’ts include the problems which 
heavy traffic causes. “This campus 
deserves an atmosphere and an 
ambience in which institutional learning 
can take place. Noise andair pollution is 
disturbing and disruptive to thought,” 
he said. 

“We'reapartof this community, yet 
they (city government) treat us like an 
embarrasment,”’ he said. 


_ “Where else do you have a citadel of 
the mind with semi-trucks rolling 
through?” he asked. 


Landini saidthe ‘‘University has been 
proposing alternatives” for almost two 
years. “Beforehand, we had silence,” 
Landini said. ‘‘Now we have 
opposition.” 

_ He added that the University has 
submitted “cogent questions and facts” 
tothe city onth Sixth and Chestnut issue 
but has received ‘‘no cogent answer.” 


Landini said he understands the 
concern the city has for the closing of 
the Sixth and Chestnut intersection. But 
he can’t understand why the city does not 
consider the problems the intersection 
causes the University. 

The University andthe city should be 
a ‘‘positive correlation,” Landini said. 
He said he thought it would be in the 
“city’s enlightened self-interest to 
have a strong campus.” 


Landini added that ISU could have a 
direct economic effect on the city in a 
positive or negative fashion. With the 
increasing competition for students in 
the future, Landini said the University 
must put forward a good image with a 
| “sense of integrity’’ to be able to 
compete for students. 

“I feel strongly enough about this 
campus that I'll tell them that this 
University has a need,” he continued. 
“The light in this has been under the 
bushel basket long enough,” 
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‘By DEANNA ZEHR 
Statesman Staff Writer 


Much controversy concerning 
the effect of traffic on the 
University from the proposed 
construction of a Third Street 
overpass still stands between 
Terre Haute Mayor Pete Chalos 
and ISU President Richard G. 
Landini. 

“It is our judgment that the 
overpass is inthe best interest of 
the people. But the main concerf 
of the University is not the 
building, but the impact of it onthe 
campus,” Landini said Tuesday 
night ata public hearing about the 
overpass. 

Landini believes if Chestnut 
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Street is used as the main aast- 
west route from the ania: 
the increase in traffic would 
create the possibility of an added 
hazard for students, faculty and 
staff who frequently walk through 
the area. 

Landini reiterated his desire 
for the closing of Sixth and 
Chestnut streets and said the 
University’s official position is 
“still unwaving.”* 

Landini indicated that the 
University is not opposed to the 
overpass if there is anelement of 
consideration for the necessity of 
closing the Sixth and Chestnut 
street intersection. 

However, the president said he 
has received ‘‘little or no 
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cooperation? ‘from the city 
administration with regard to the 
closing and he added Chalos has 
“exhibited complete disdain and 
disregard for needs real and 
critical” for the closing. 

Chalos said in a speech last 
week that he would “leave the 
intersectionopen for the tenure of 
(his) office.” 

Landini also said other streets 
have been proposed as a main 
east-west route for traffic from 
the overpass. He said J. Kenneth 
Moulton, senior vice president 
and treasurer for the University. 
wrote an environmental 
researching firm about the 
possibility of using an alternate 
route. 
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The letter, written in 1978, 
suggested Tippecanoe Street be 
used instead of Chestnut Street. 
Landini said the University has 
suggested acceptable 
alternatives to the citv which 
wouldlead to the closing of Sixth 
and Chestnut streets. 

He said, however, that he has 
received no cooperation from the 
administration. ‘‘Beforehand we 


had silence. Now we have 
opposition,” he said. 
Unalos, who regards the 


overpass as his top priority 
project for Terre Haute, 
disagrees with Landini. 

Chalos believes that the closing 
of Sixth and Chestnut streets 
would pose a problem for traffic 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


continues > 


gif Ò 


needing to go east of U.S. 41 or 
west of Seventh Street near the 
ISU campus. 

He said with the completion of 
the overpass, Chestnut Street 
wouldbe the only route for east- 
west traffic between Locust and 
Ohio streets. 

“We certainly want no fight 
with the University,” Chalos 


said. ‘‘We appreciate them and 
want to work with them. I would 
just hate tothink we get five years 
inthe overpass and botch it up.” 

The purpose of the hearing, 
which 


was conducted at the 


During the first halfhour of the 
hearing, state officials received 
comments, statements and 
exhibits from persons wishing to 
submit their view about the 
project. 


Among citizens having 
comments for the officials was 
Herman Brown, owner of Sky King 
Airport. Brown said that if the 
overpass could be built within the 
nexttwo or three years, it would 
solvea lot of traffic problems on 
Cherry and Chestnut streets 
during the mornings and 
evenings. 


The second part of the hearing 
consisted of official 
presentations by the panel ofState 
Highway Commission and 
Federal Highway Administration 
officials. 


John Hamster, an 


environmental specialist, 
explainedtothe audience how the 
location for the overpass was 
selected. 

Hamster said alternative 
locations for the overpass were 
considered but were ‘‘eliminated 


because of high costs and 
continuing maintenance” = 
“An overpass east of Third 


` Street wouldaisrupt trattic ana a 


alternate 


location west of Third Street 
would require two separate 
overpasses,” Hamster said. 
Hamster also said that four 
alignments were 
considered. These alignments 
-werereferred to as A, Al, B and 


T * 


Alignments A, B and C were 
eliminated for various reasons 
and alignment Al was decided 
upon. 

Hamster said one other method 
was discussed, the ‘‘do nothing 
method.” This method would 
simply be to leave things as they 
are and do nothing to change them. 

Alignment Al provides for a 
six-laneoverpass,a median with 
concrete barriers and a five-foot 
sidewalk on each side of the 
overpass. 

The alignment would begin at 
the intersection of Third and 
Lafayette streets, curve slightly 
to the east, cross the Conrail 
tracks, them slightly curve to the 
west and meet Third Street. 

This alighment would eliminate 
intersections at Third and Canal 
streets, Third and Tippecanoe 


streets and Third and Elm 
streets. 

It would not, however, affect 
Spruce Street or the Third and 
Lafayette street intersection. 
Hamster Said the Locust 
Street intersection may have to be 
moved a little north but there will 
be enough room to provide a 
future street where East Fourth 
Street and West Third Street 
connect. 


Arnold Ray, a representative of 
the State Highway Commission, 
discussed the highlights of 
relocation assistance, 
acquisition of right of way and 
payment of damages for loss of 
busiess and land. 


Hamster said the “tentative 
date for the building of- the 
overpass would be 1982, providing 
all conditions are com tible.” 


